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Representative Swearingen Leaves Rural Schools Behind 

LAKE TOMAHAWK, WI – Legislators have dropped the ball when it has come to education in general. Our 
investment upfront in education is the most important investment we as a community can make. Representative 
Swearingen, a member of the Task Force on Youth Workforce Readiness and Rural School Initiatives, has not 
accomplished anything for the funding of our rural schools in the 34th Assembly District. 
 
We are in an economy today that is degree driven, and should be in our best interests to make sure there are 
manufacturing jobs, technical training, and the ability to be an entrepreneur. Wisconsin has ranked last in start-
ups the past two years. We need support from the public and private sector to fully make our high school 
curricula support more technical education and entrepreneurial type courses. 
 
To support more of an emphasis on technical education, we must first stop the attack on educators. There is a 
shortage in tech-ed teachers, but there are state funds and grant money to be provided for all kinds of STEM 
initiatives. We must look to partnerships with private enterprises and offer tax incentives for their commitment 
in providing training and skills to our youth. We have to create that two-way street between public and private 
sectors, and grow relationships within the community.  
 
I have listened to many students, parents, educators, business owners, school administrators, trade workers, and 
they all agree that it is time for true leadership to accomplish these lofty goals for the betterment of our youth 
and our community, and I can be that leader. I have researched school districts that have great technical 
programs and all it takes is training, partnerships, and funds to be allocated the correct way. 
 
Representative Swearingen and I can agree on some initiatives, but when it comes to education, I know what it 
takes; because I am invested in our youth’s lives every day. I believe the end goal is to keep our kids not only in 
the Badger state, but in our local communities.  
 
That’s why it is time to provide better paying jobs, more support to our rural schools, and actually take 
action rather than just rhetoric. 
 
The true end goal for our youth is to have it a little bit better than we did, and live a productive, meaningful life, 
in whatever path they may choose. Let us support our rural schools and get back a mindset that promotes more 
technological curriculum that gives students choices. 
 

### 


