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Rep. Bernier Continues Anti-Education Tirades 

Makes Offensive Comments on Student Loan Debt 
 

MADISON – Last week, Rep. Kathy Bernier (R-Chippewa Falls) continued her anti-education legacy by blaming the 

economy-crushing issue of student loan debt on hardworking students. An estimated 1 million Wisconsinites are 

saddled by student loan debt, and Wisconsin has the third-worst rate of student loan debt in the nation. 

 

“Instead of helping the million Wisconsinites being crushed by student loan debt, Kathy Bernier is blaming students 

for the high cost of college,” Democratic Leader Peter Barca said. “Whether it’s walking out of meetings with school 

leadership or siding with big banks over student loan borrowers, Kathy Bernier’s disrespect toward education and her 

constituents is breathtaking.”  

 

In a recent interview with the Eau Claire Leader Telegram, Bernier said: “There are so many other conversations that 

we can have about college debt and that students need to be a little more responsible about where they choose to go 

to college and how long they plan on being there and all sorts of things.” (1)  

 

“Democrats like Howard White believe that higher education should be affordable and accessible to all hardworking 

students,” Barca added. “Rep. Bernier seems to think that elite colleges should only be accessible to the super 

wealthy.” 

 

Instead of addressing Wisconsin’s $19 billion student debt burden, Rep. Bernier continues to side with Madison 

Republican leaders and Wall Street. Minnesota recently launched a student loan refinancing effort, which is similar 

to the Assembly Democrats’ “Higher Ed, Lower Debt” bill which Rep. Bernier voted “no” on more than once this 

session. The Minnesota law is estimated to save the average student loan borrower thousands of dollars in lower 

interest payments (2).  

 

Rep. Bernier’s record of damage to Wisconsin public education also includes: 

- Nearly $1 billion in lost state funding for the UW system and technical colleges since she came into office (3)  

- Slashing Funding for K-12 Schools: The nonpartisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau (LFB) reported that since 

2011, K-12 public schools have received more than $1 Billion less in state aid (3) 

o In the 68
th
 Assembly District, 14 of the 15 school districts have experienced cuts under the 

Republican legislature, with nearly $12 million in lost general aid for schools in that district (4) 

- Diverted Taxpayer Funds Directly to Private Schools: Rep. Bernier stood by silently as her Republican Party 

voted this session to divert more than $800 million in taxpayer funds from public schools to unaccountable 

private schools (5) 

- Beholden to the Out-of-State Pro-Voucher Special Interest Lobby: Rep. Bernier has received tens of 

thousands of dollars in campaign contributions from pro-voucher special interests since 2010 (6)  
 

Sources:  

(1) http://www.leadertelegram.com/News/Front-Page/2016/09/08/lt-div-class-libPageBodyLinebreak-gt-Tuition-freeze-laptops-

for-students-on-GOP-agenda-lt-div-gt.html   

(2) http://www.startribune.com/minnesota-launches-student-loan-refinancing-program/365296921/ 

(3) https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7126ec513f66440e67bfd72aa/files/1_18_16_ed_cuts_LFB_memo.pdf 

(4) http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/0815bewleymemo.pdf  

(5) https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7126ec513f66440e67bfd72aa/files/5_27_15_LFB_Memo_on_Voucher_Costs.pdf 

(6) http://onewisconsinnow.org/press/will-assembly-gop-allow-raid-on-public-education-to-benefit-unaccountable-private-

school-voucher-program/  
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