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RIVERWAY BOARD HOLDS VIRTUAL MEETING 
 

MUSCODA.....The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board (LWSRB) met by Zoom on September 10th to 

conduct a regular monthly meeting.  Mark Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, reported the recent 

announcement that Riverway bottomlands had been designed as “Wetlands of International Importance” 

had been received positively by the public and media.  Cupp said opportunities to use the recognition to 

raise awareness regarding the importance of wetlands and the connectivity to the uplands is important.  He 

encouraged the public to explore the Riverway’s bottomland forests, backwater sloughs and wetlands to see 

a variety of unique plants and animals. 

 Cupp said he had sent a letter to Jeff Lohr, Chair of the Town of Troy, Sauk County, regarding a 

proposed long-distance shooting range at the Ringlestetter property on STH 60 east of Spring Green.  

Portions of the property are located within the Riverway boundary.  Cupp said his letter outlined the board’s 

role if the project moves forward.  Permits may be required for new structures, timber harvesting or other 

vegetative management activities.  The Town of Troy Planning Commission voted to reject the proposal on 

a 3-2 vote, but additional review and possible action will occur at the county and town levels.  Cupp said 

the approval for the land use changes will be made at the local level.  The Riverway Board will only 

become involved if there are activities that fall under the board’s purview. 

 Cupp said he and Jerry Dorscheid, LWSRB Chair, had met with officials from the Town of Arena, 

Iowa County, to discuss placement of “Slow, No Wake” signage on a side channel of the river near 

Trader’s Island.  The Town of Arena has been reluctant to pass a local “slow, no wake” ordinance to            
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address safety concerns due to potential liability.  Personal watercraft and other shallow draft boats use the 

narrow channel where swimmers and waders from the shoreline cottages recreate.  Cupp said dialogue 

between the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Town of Arena should continue in effort to 

find a resolution to the problem. 

 In other action, Cupp said he had approved two permits since the last meeting.  A permit was issued 

to Eric Rapp for extension of an existing berm to control highway noise in the Town of Clyde, Iowa 

County.  The activity will not be visible from the river.  He also issued a permit to Mary Burke for a new 

greenhouse to be built in the Town of Troy, Sauk County.  The structure will not be visible from the river 

during leaf-on conditions.  Cupp said the board’s budget request for the 2021-2023 will be submitted on 

September 15th.  A small increase based on standard budget adjustments is anticipated. 

 The next meeting of the Riverway Board is slated for October 8, 2020. 
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For further information, contact Mark E. Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, at (608) 739-3188 or by cell 
phone at (608) 739-2179 or by e-mail at mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov.  
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