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September 8, 2020 
 
 

AN OPEN LETTER TO CHAD F. WOLF, ACTING SECRETARY OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
 
The Honorable Chad F. Wolf 
Acting Secretary of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 
 
Subject:  Applaud your initiative to label white supremacists “the most persistent and lethal threat” to 

the US.  
 

Next Step – Add white supremacists to the list of Domestic Terrorists as Canada did recently and 
prosecute them the way foreign terrorists are currently prosecuted.   

 
Good morning Honorable Secretary Wolf, 

On behalf of my proud American Muslim community and the We Are Many – United Against 
Hate movement, I applaud the Department of Homeland Security (DHS)’s decision to label white 
supremacists as the most serious threat facing our country which we all call our home.  DHS also stated 
that this threat is even more significant than the immediate danger from foreign terrorists. 
 

As you know, 3.45 million Muslims live in the United States.  We don’t choose between our 
identities as Muslim or American.  We call ourselves as proud American Muslims. 
 

Since 9-11, we have been actively engaged in organizing events on demystifying Islam and 
Muslims.  We also let people know that Muslims serve in the armed forces and die for this country.  We 
are doctors, nurses, engineers, professors, scientists, entrepreneurs, and industrialists.  We are just like 
you - we are your good neighbors and friends.  We also show that we are part of America and the 
lifeblood of this great nation.  In addition to condemning any attack carried out by terrorist 
organizations like ISIS and al-Qaida, we also have alerted law enforcement to more terrorist suspects 
than U.S. intelligence has.  All of this has contributed toward a deeper and more accurate understanding 
of Islam and Muslims by non-Muslims. 
 

Despite our concerted education efforts, the hate crimes against Muslims have increased 
substantially in the last few years.  One of the main reasons for this rise is the way Muslims have been 
portrayed by most mainstream media and some politicians for some political gains. 
 

For example, if the shooter is a Muslim, he is immediately called a terrorist, a Muslim terrorist, 
and an Islamic terrorist.  It immediately gives the perception that Islam teaches terrorism yet Islam is a 
religion of peace.  If a similar attack is carried out by a non-Muslim, you don’t hear those words.  A 
recent study by the Institute for Social Policy and Understanding found that perceived Muslims accused 
of a violent plot received more than seven times the media attention as their non-Muslim counterparts, 



despite similarities in their alleged crimes.  This double standard of ours threatens Muslim lives almost 
daily. 
 

The hate crimes against other minorities, such as Jews, Asians, African American, Latinos, etc. 
have also increased substantially over the past several years.  That is why I started the We Are Many – 
United Against Hate movement in 2016 to build an inclusive community and prosperous America free 
of violence and extremism.  
 

The movement, although young, already has shown positive impact on communities, 
particularly our youth, and has received many local and national awards, such as a prestigious national 
FBI’s Director’s “Community Leadership Award” at the FBI headquarters in Washington, DC from FBI 
Director Christopher Wray; a “Certificate of Appreciation” by the Southern Poverty Law Center; a 
“Certificate of Achievement” from Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers; and “Manfred E. Swarsensky 
Humanitarian Service Award” by the Rotary Club of Madison. 
 

I came to this country over 35 years ago and gave up my Indian citizenship over 25 years ago 
because of what America offered – freedom of speech, freedom to practice your religion, and freedom 
to fulfil your dreams. 
 

Those who are born in this country, may or may not realize what America offers, particularly if 
they haven’t lived in other countries.  As an immigrant, I do realize that.  
 

I strongly believe that: 1) diversity is our strength and not a weakness; 2) what makes America 
exceptional and has helped build our great nation is our policy of accepting all people, no matter their 
origin, color or religion or even political affiliation; 3) America promotes unity and not uniformity - 
people’s diverse opinions are respected; 4) there is a difference between freedom of speech and hate 
speech.  The former builds the democracy, while the latter destroys it; 5) we all need to work as hard 
as we can to keep this country united so that it can continue to remain a role model for other countries 
to follow; 6) we can only keep America safe when we all speak with one voice against those who want 
to divide or even destroy this country; and 7) if people can be taught to hate, they can easily learn how 
to love. 
 

Whenever there is an attack on a mosque, I see America at its best when our community 
members show their full support by sending emails, letters, flowers and strongly condemning attacks.  
These gestures remind us that America offers hope, and that we should never give up even when the 
very principles that form the foundations of our country are being tested.  We all are a nation of 
immigrants with diverse faiths or no faith, but we share a common belief that our differences make us 
only better. 
 

Each of us has the responsibility to work together and keep this country safe.  I promise that I 
will do my part because of my love for this country.   I always remind myself of what President John F. 
Kennedy said in his inaugural address: “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do 
for your country.”  This was his call to action for the public to do what is right for the greater good.  The 
time has come to fulfill his dream. 
 



Unfortunately, we are living between hope and fear.  Our hope is our U.S. Constitution.  Our fear 
is how many more innocent lives are going to be lost due of our color, ethnicity or religion before our 
government/Congress take serious actions to protect all of us. 
 
That is why today I am asking you sir - please take the following critical next steps:  
 

• Ask Congress to revisit the definition of terrorism to make sure that any individual who terrorizes 
and kills innocent people and poses substantial and persistent threat to the security of this great 
nation is called a terrorist, regardless of his/her religion, color or ethnicity.  This will allow you 
to immediately label white supremacists as “Domestic Terrorists”  

• Ask Congress to add white supremacists and any other groups that immediately pose any 
national security threat to the list of terrorist organizations like ISIS and al-Qaida as Canada did 
recently, and allow you to prosecute them the way you prosecute any foreign terrorist 
organization, and  

• We, as a community, will also be willing to testify before the Congress in support of these steps.  

May God Bless America. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Masood Akhtar 
Muslim Activist and Founder/President 
We Are Many – United Against Hate 

 


