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Sheray Wallace, John Stedman, and WISDOM To Be Honored For  
“Sticking Their Necks Out For Children and Families”  

 
Madison, Wis. – The Wisconsin Council on Children and Families (WCCF) is pleased to 
announce that Sheray Wallace of Madison, the late John Stedman of Eau Claire, and the 
grassroots organization, WISDOM, will be the recipients of the organization’s 2016 Giraffe 
Awards. The Giraffe Awards are given to individuals and organizations who have courageously 
advocated for policies that improve the well-being of children, families, and communities. In 
essence, they have “stuck their necks out for children and families.” 
 
The awards will be presented at WCCF’s fall fundraising event “Step Forward for Kids: An 
Evening Celebrating Children and Families” on September 21, 2016 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at the 
Rooftop Sculpture Garden of the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art. The event will also 
feature WCCF’s “Race to Equity” scholarship winners, a performance by the young musicians of 
the Madison Music Makers, and a silent auction.  
 
“The impact that all of our award winners have had on our communities and our state is 
immeasurable,” said Ken Taylor, Executive Director the Wisconsin on Children and Families. 
“We are honored to have the opportunity to acknowledge and shine a light on the wonderful 
accomplishments of Sheray Wallace, John Stedman, and everyone at WISDOM. Thanks to each 
of them, more and more people in our state have the opportunity to live better lives.”  
 
Sheray Wallace serves as a Race to Equity Community Ambassador and has been vital in 
helping the organization reach those most affected by racial disparities in Dane County. As a 
resident of the Meadowood neighborhood, Sheray has not only devoted her time to engaging 
community members in important conversations about disparities, but she spends much of her 
time helping make the Meadowood community and the greater Madison area a better place for 
all of its residents. The energy, passion, and hard-work Sheray endlessly gives to her community 
proves that she is more than deserving of a Giraffe Award.  
 
WISDOM, a statewide network of faith communities that works to promote the common good, is 
working hard to restore our communities and put a stop to the policies and practices that have 
locked up far too many individuals and have made life harder for many families. By linking 
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communities and preparing leaders to work for justice, WISDOM hopes to reform our criminal 
justice system and reduce over-incarceration—particularly the over-incarceration in communities 
of color. In addition, WISDOM and its local organizations promote immigrant rights, economic 
justice, health care availability, public transportation, workforce housing, and more. 
 
For many years, John Stedman served as a leader and architect for the important work done by 
WIDSOM. As a community organizer for the WISDOM group JONAH (Joining Our Neighbors, 
Advancing Hope), John used own history of addiction and recovery to guide his work and use it 
as a tool to help others become powerful forces for reform. His compassion led him to be an 
advocate for those who needed it most in life—the incarcerated, the poor, and those who just 
needed some help along the way. Before his passing, John impacted the lives of many and 
inspired many others. He was a special man whose legacy will live on in the lives of everyone he 
touched.  
 
For more information about Step Forward for Kids visit www.wccf.org/stepforwardforkids.  
 

Step Forward for Kids 
Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

5:00-7:00 pm 
Madison Museum of Contemporary Art 

Rooftop Sculpture Garden 
227 State St., Madison 

 
 

### 
 
The Wisconsin Council on Children and Families is a multi-issue policy, research, and advocacy 
organization promoting statewide polices that ensure a safe and healthy future for every child in 
Wisconsin. For more information, visit www.wccf.org. 
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