
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: September 7, 2016 

CONTACT: 608.266.5504 

 

Rep. Barca Statement on Assembly Republican Agenda 
 

MADISON – Today, the Republican legislature held an hour-long press conference to discuss their agenda 

in the coming year, yet somehow, they introduced almost no new ideas to address the significant problems 

of our state.  

 

If history is any guide, the Republicans will announce their legislative agenda where they say they support 

issues that are important to the people of this state, and yet, they will not follow through on real solutions.  

Not only do they not follow through, but they don’t discuss their actual big ticket agenda items that get first 

priority. For example, they never mentioned that they were going to pass right to work or repeal prevailing 

wage, which only hurts Wisconsin workers.  

 

We are ninth in job creation out of ten Midwest states over the last five years. We are dead last in the nation 

when it comes to start up activity. Assembly Democrats have proposed dozens of bills to address our 

stagnating job creation. Each and every time, Republicans have refused to even bring them up for a vote. 

The GOP agenda shows no real initiatives that will get us from the bottom third to the top third.  

 

They talk about supporting education, the most important function of state government and a vital economic 

engine. Assembly Republicans have overseen $1 billion in lost state aid to K-12 schools, all while funneling 

hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars to unaccountable private vouchers. They’ve gutted the UW system 

by a quarter billion dollars. Education is clearly not a priority for them. 

 

In the Republicans’ proposed agenda, they did nothing to address the growing problem of student loan debt. 

They repeatedly said we need to help students graduate on time, but university leaders have told us that we 

are slipping due to a lack of adequate funding. While they want to continue the tuition freeze, they provide 

no indication on how they will fund it.  

 

They introduced no new ideas on student loan debt, no solutions to the growing deterioration of our roads 

and bridges—which are the third worst in the nation—no real solutions to the diminishing middle class of 

our state. They’ve undermined local control over 100 times in order to take the power away from local 

communities to address their own issues.  

 

Democrats have provided bold, creative ideas to revitalize the economy, fix our infrastructure and support 

education. Unfortunately, Republicans have stonewalled these ideas, and today the people of Wisconsin 

have been offered only empty platitudes from the same legislators that have failed to deliver for the last five 

years.  
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