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Wisconsin Historical Society to 

Host African American Genealogy 
Workshop 

Madison, Wis. – Tony Burroughs, founder and CEO of the Center for Black 

Genealogy and the Wisconsin Historical Society will be hosting an African 
American Genealogy Workshop on Saturday, October 22 from 9:00 am to 

4:00 pm. 
 
“There are many aspects to researching the history of African American ancestors and many strategies 

that can be used to uncover more information about elusive ancestors who were not well documented 
in mainstream records,” said Lori Bessler, Reference Librarian at the Wisconsin Historical Society. 
  
This workshop will provide valuable direction on collections that can be used and how to use them to 
research African American ancestors. 
  

Tony Burroughs is an internationally known genealogist who taught genealogy at Chicago State 

University for fifteen years. Burroughs researched Olympic Gold Medal sprint champion Michael 
Johnson's family history and consulted on the Reverend Al Sharpton-Strom Thurmond genealogy; the 
Oprah Winfrey genealogy; “African American Lives2; Who Do You Think You Are; The Real Family of 
Jesus”; and consulted with Chicago Public Schools, New York Public Schools, and Ancestry.com. 
  
Burrough's book “Black Roots: A Beginners Guide to Tracing the African American Family Tree “(Simon 
and Schuster, 2001) was number one on Essence Magazine's Best Seller list and is now in its fifth 

printing. 
  
The workshop will take place at the Memorial Library, Room 126, 728 State Street. It will provide 
attendees with an opportunity to focus on their research with other researchers, share ideas and move 
forward with family history research. 
  

The cost to attend the workshop is $30 and lunch is provided. Wisconsin Historical Society Members 
and all Genealogical Society Members receive 10% off. Use code: GENE16.  Space is limited and 

people are encouraged to register early. 
  
To register and for additional information on other upcoming genealogy workshops 
visit:wisconsinhistory.org/GenealogyWorkshops. 
 

About Wisconsin Historical Society 
The Wisconsin Historical Society, founded in 1846, ranks as one of the largest, most active and most 
diversified state historical societies in the nation. As both a state agency and a private membership 
organization, its mission is to help people connect to the past by collecting, preserving and sharing 
stories. The Wisconsin Historical Society serves millions of people every year through a wide range of 
sites, programs and services. For more information, visit www.wisconsinhistory.org. 
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