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Tiffany’s Trojan Horse: A Closer Look at the Economics of Sulfide Mining 
River Alliance of Wisconsin Announces Video Campaign 

 
River Alliance of Wisconsin announces a video awareness and advocacy campaign in opposition to 
Senator Tiffany and Representative Hutton’s recently proposed Acid Mining Bill SB 395. The new video 
addresses the realities of mining’s effect on a community’s economy and takes a closer look at why 
sulfide mining is America’s most toxic industry according to the U.S. EPA.  
 
“It’s in everyone’s interest that northern Wisconsin have a thriving economy, but boom and bust mining 
is not the way to go when it’s driven by a race to the bottom of environmental protections that 
threatens existing sustainable tourism and agriculture dependent on clean air and water. Economists 
have found that long-term economic development never comes from a mining economy,” Dave Blouin, 
Mining Committee Chair, Sierra Club - John Muir Chapter shared. 
 
 “Aquila Resources, a Canadian mining company, has interests in Taylor and Marathon county in 
Wisconsin. Senator Tiffany continues to lure people to support his repeal of the Prove it First law with 
the promise of jobs. With a little research it’s easy to see this is a bait and switch; most mining 
communities eventually face high levels of unemployment, high poverty rates, and stagnant or declining 
populations. And, what Senator Tiffany isn’t telling the people of Wisconsin is that the tax payers will be 
responsible for billions of dollars of clean-up costs when mines inevitably pollute ground and surface 
waters. Our video campaign is intended to inform Wisconsinites so they can oppose this bad legislation 
and fight for current Wisconsin laws that have worked for decades to protect our families and 
businesses from mining pollution,” stated Raj Shukla, executive director, River Alliance of Wisconsin. 
 
In addition to their new video exploring sulfide mining, River Alliance of Wisconsin, a nonprofit water 
protection organization founded in 1993, has produced the videos to call attention to the numerous 
hazards the proposed Back Forty Mine presents to residents of Wisconsin and Michigan, and their 
waters.  These videos feature the Menominee Tribe, a property owner, and a business owner who 
would be negatively impacted by the mine and can be viewed at: 
https://www.wisconsinrivers.org/noback40mine 
 
Sulfide Mining Video link, “Tiffany’s Trojan Horse”: 
Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/232569399 
YouTube: https://youtu.be/A3jglD7l-7c 
 
Video Still image:  
https://www.wisconsinrivers.org/images/WOTS/VideoStill-NotaGiftPlay.png 
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Back 40 Video links: 
Gary Besaw, Chairman of the Menominee Nation: https://vimeo.com/218890988 
Tim Landwehr, Tight Lines Fly Fishing Co.: https://vimeo.com/218893720 
Deb Skubal, Menominee River Property Owner: https://vimeo.com/218892197 
 
 
About the River Alliance of Wisconsin: 
Formed in 1993, River Alliance of Wisconsin is a statewide non-profit, non-partisan citizen advocacy 

organization that works to protect and restore Wisconsin’s rivers and watersheds. The organization’s 

membership includes more than 2,500 individuals and businesses and more than 80 local watershed 

groups - one of the largest memberships of statewide river groups in the country. For more information, 

visit www.wisconsinrivers.org.  
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