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Tommy Thompson Says Joe Biden ‘Without a Doubt’ 
Democrats’ Best Chance to WIN2020 

Tommy: Biden's ‘Got By Far the Best Chance of Picking Up Wisconsin and Pennsylvania’ 
 

Madison, WI – Four-term Wisconsin Gov. Tommy Thompson says nominating former Vice 
President Joe Biden as their presidential candidate gives Democrats the best chance to 
take not only the state of Wisconsin, but also Pennsylvania in the upcoming presidential 
election. In the latest episode of “WIN2020 with McCoshen and Ross,” Gov. Thompson 
also said U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota could also win the state, but if Democrats 
nominated Sens. Elizabeth Warren or Bernie Sanders it would make it “much easier” for 
Republicans to pick up votes in northern Wisconsin and the Milwaukee suburbs needed to 
overcome Democratic turnout in Dane and Milwaukee counties.  
 
“Joe. Without a doubt,” said Gov. Thompson when asked who was the Democrats’ best 
opportunity to win Wisconsin’s Electoral College votes. “And Klobuchar from Minnesota 
would be because she's so close in Minnesota would be the second one. 
 
 “Joe Biden will be able to pick up the old time Democrats, some of the Reagan 
Democrats that might go with Trump and some of the Democrats, if they had to vote for 
Bernie or for Elizabeth, they’d probably go with Trump,” said Gov. Thompson. “I think 
Biden's got by far the best chance of picking up the state of Wisconsin and Pennsylvania. 
I think Biden is by far the toughest candidate for Trump to defeat.”  
 
Gov. Thompson said to win Wisconsin, Republicans needed to focus on organizing to 
capture the blocs of voters necessary to overcome the Democratic strongholds of Dane 
and Milwaukee Counties 
 
“They got to come in and really get organized,” said Gov. Thompson. “The Democrats 
are much better organized in the last three years than the Republicans are, so 
Republicans have got to be organized. They’ve got to cut into that heavy vote in Dane 
County and Milwaukee County.” 
 
He said overwhelming Democratic turnout in Dane County in the April 2018 state Supreme 
Court race had him personally ringing the alarm bell the day after the election in a phone 
call to then-Gov. Scott Walker, who was later defeated in November by less than 30,000 to 
current Gov. Tony Evers. 
 
“What really surprises me and somewhat scares me a little bit is how well Dane County is 
organized for Democrats,” said Gov. Thompson. “You know when Supreme Court Justice 
Dallet got 81 percent in Dane County. I used that figure all the time. But when a person 
from Milwaukee, an unknown, never been on the statewide ballot, gets 81 percent in 
Dane County, the next day I called Walker and I said, ‘You’re in trouble. You’re in bad 
shape.’” 
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Gov. Thompson said having the Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee “is going to be a huge boon” for 
Democrats and “just the fact that they're here in Wisconsin is a big feather in their hat… every single TV and 
radio will be on Wisconsin. Everyone will want to be here. Everybody be watching it because it’s here.” 
 
Gov. Thompson said he agreed with the Democratic talking point that “health care is on the ballot in 2020,” 
saying, “the economy is gonna be number one. But healthcare is gonna be number two. I really believe that.” 
 
On the specific health care issues, Gov. Thompson said of state Republicans near decade-long refusal to accept 
the federal health care funds available under the Affordable Care Act, “Medicaid is there and it's necessary and 
it's helpful and you got to use it... Republicans have got to come to grips with that and recognize the Medicaid 
is here to stay. And you better have a program that's going to help it like I did in BadgerCare.”  
 
When asked if he thought Republicans would ever regret not taking the funds, he said, “It's possible. But, I'm 
not sure that they're ready to. They came up with a different plan that's working, and it's doing quite well. 
But, you know, that's a hell of a lot of money. And money, you know, solves a lot of problems. So the 
Republicans got to come to grips with that issue, and I think they're trying to, and I think they have quite 
successfully, but it's a lot of money. 
 
To hear the full episode, including more about Gov. Thompson and Bill’s long relationship and the Governor’s 
thoughts on having Scot sit at his kitchen table, click here or visit WIN2020wi.com. 
 

 
With 50 years of political experience in campaigns, government and advocacy between them, Bill McCoshen and 
Scot Ross have been teaming up on political punditry for years on NBC 15 in Madison’s “Unspun” segment with 
Leigh Mills, winning the 2018 Wisconsin Broadcasters Association Best Editorial/Commentary award, as well as 
Wisconsin Public Television’s “Here and Now” with Frederica Freyberg and the statewide “Capital City Sunday” 
show with Emilee Fannon. 
 
Bill McCoshen managed Tommy Thompson’s landslide third gubernatorial victory in 1994 making Tommy the 
first, and only, gubernatorial candidate ever elected to a third four-year term in Wisconsin. McCoshen also served 
as Communications Director on Tommy’s successful 1990 reelection campaign.  McCoshen has served as an 
unpaid advisor to many other successful statewide campaigns including: JB Van Hollen (‘02/06), Scott Walker 
(‘10/’12), Ron Johnson (‘10/’16) and Brad Schimel 2010.  He’s also advised on a few unsuccessful statewide 
campaigns, too!  McCoshen is regularly sought out for commentary on Wisconsin politics by state and national 
news outlets.  
 
Scot Ross has served as a communications director at various levels of state and federal government and on a 
variety of political campaigns, including the first woman to run for governor in Wisconsin history and the first 
woman elected Attorney General. He also served as the research director for America Coming Together in 
Washington, DC in 2004. Over a dozen years, Ross led One Wisconsin Now, building it from a 2,000-person email 
list into the most quoted progressive organization in Wisconsin supporters. Ross is a regular guest on MSNBC, 
occasional guest on Fox News and One Wisconsin Now been quoted in media across the state and the nation. 
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