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Testimony Supporting the Passage of Assembly Bill 26 

 

Dear Chairman Brandtjen and members of the Assembly Committee on Small Business 
Development,  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on AB 26.  

At its core, this legislation is based on the premise that government should not put roadblocks 
between patients and their health care needs. Direct primary care (DPC) is the sort of disruptive, 
creative health care solution that government regulations often have difficulty assimilating—an 
Uber for the health care space. AB 26 works to remove those road blocks and increase the peace 
of mind for both DPC providers and the patients that rely increasingly on them.  

Removing these roadblocks is important because Wisconsin, along with the rest of the United 
States, suffers from expensive health care. According to the most recent data available from the 
Kaiser Family Foundation,1 the state ranks 18th in health care spending per private payer. Many 
families struggle with high deductibles and must make tough decisions on whether or not to seek 
out medical care. Indeed, a recent poll conducted by the CDC found that 10.8% of Wisconsinites 
said the cost of health care prevented them from seeking out a doctor.2  

DPC is an increasingly popular solution to overcoming the high cost of care. It is also rapidly 
growing. The number of providers has skyrocketed in recent years, growing from 146 in 2000 to 
more than 4,400 by 2012.3 By eliminating the insurance middleman, patients can cut costs by not 
having to pay the insurance company their “share of the pie.” DPC plans are also attractive to 
many doctors who see such practices as an opportunity to step off the “hamster wheel” of schedules 
packed with back-to-back patients throughout the day. The average doctor in a DPC model sees 
between 600-800 patients per year rather than at least 2,000 in traditional practices.4 Some research 
suggests the increased personal attention from doctors this allows can actually work to improve 
patient health outcomes.5 

A few DPC providers already practicing in Wisconsin illustrate the potential savings. For example, 
YourMD in Mequon, which offers urgent and primary care. A family can purchase a membership 
with YourMD for only $150 per month for the parents and an additional $30 per month for each 
child. With a membership, each visit is only $25, including urgent care visits. A 2015 survey6 of 
DPC providers found the average patient monthly cost to be $93.26 (with a range from $26.67 to 
$562.50). 
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But these DPCs operate with a constant concern about new regulation or lawsuits because they 
exist in a legal gray area. Without codifying the legal status of DPC providers, questions remain 
as to whether they could be subject to insurance regulation or forced to meet the requirements of 
health care plans under the Affordable Care Act. By formally recognizing these providers in state 
law and laying out explicitly the rights and responsibilities of both the DPC and the consumer 
using that DPC, as this bill does, there is the potential that many more providers could enter the 
marketplace.  

This is the sort of common-sense legislation that legislators from both sides of the aisle ought to 
be able to get behind. After an attempt to pass similar legislation failed during the last session, a 
joint legislative study committee was formed under the leadership of state Sen. Alberta Darling to 
consider what direct primary care would look like in Wisconsin. This bi-partisan committee 
unanimously determined that DPC is a “valuable component of Wisconsin’s health care market.”  

We agree with the sentiment of the committee. DPC by itself is not, of course, a silver bullet that 
will solve all of Wisconsin’s health care woes. But, coupled with other free-market oriented 
reforms such as Dental Therapy licensure and improved health care price transparency, the 
legislature can effectively move the needle towards patient empowerment, lower costs, and better 
access to much needed health care options.  
 
We urge the passage of AB 26. Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
CJ Szafir 
Executive Vice President 
WILL 
 

1 https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/health-spending-per-
capita/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B"colId":"Health%20Spending%20per%20Capita","sort":"desc"%7D 
2 https://www.cdc.gov/brfss/annual_data/annual_2017.html 
3 https://www.heritage.org/health-care-reform/report/direct-primary-care-innovative-alternative-conventional-health-
insurance 
4 http://www.aafp.org/dam/AAFP/documents/practice_management/payment/DirectPrimaryCare.pdf 
5 https://s3.amazonaws.com/academia.edu.documents/46696131/S1081-1206_2810_2963296-620160621-8963-
381xeh.pdf?response-content-
disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3DImpact_of_the_physicians_participatory_s.pdf&X-Amz-
Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIWOWYYGZ2Y53UL3A%2F20190829%2Fus-
east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20190829T124441Z&X-Amz-Expires=3600&X-Amz-
SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-
Signature=00d0b088f342acbb825cb3b6b8bc9bd3152c9fe02b0f13e6acdc279c776b04c4 
6 Eskew, Phillip and Kathleen Klink. 2015. “Direct Primary Care: Practice Distribution and Costs Across the 
Nation.” Journal of the American Board of Family Medicine 28: 793-801. https://www.jabfm.org/content/28/6/793 2 
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