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Senator Olsen Delivers GOP Radio Address 

 Pandemic shows why local control is important for schools. 
 

Madison… Madison, WI – Sen. Luther Olsen (R-Ripon) delivered the weekly GOP address today. 

As students head back to school, districts around the state are choosing educational models that meet 

the needs of their districts and communities. The address is below: 

Hi, I’m State Senator Luther Olsen. Students across Wisconsin are heading back to school this month 

and in many places schools looks different this year. Some school districts are returning to a normal 

school year. Others are starting the year out with virtual education and still others are taking a 

hybrid approach, with some students learning from home a few days a week and in school buildings 

the other days. Each district is crafting a school structure that fits their needs. 

That’s what’s great about Wisconsin’s educational system. Local elected school boards can choose 

what model of instruction works best for their communities, rather than Madison imposing a one-size 

fits all solution on school districts. We all know that what works for Madison and Milwaukee might 

not be right for Minocqua and Montello. The COVID-19 pandemic is not over, but infection rates 

vary throughout the state making in person learning safer in some areas than in others. Wisconsin’s 

tradition of local control means that each school district can look at the conditions in their area and 

decide how to start the school year. 

Wisconsin Republicans have advocated for local control for districts for a long time and this 

pandemic has shown just how important that is. Now is the time for the state Department of Public 

Instruction to give schools additional flexibility so their efforts are not hampered by bureaucratic 

regulations.  



 

 

School district staff have put in extra time this summer to plan for this year, all dedicated to keeping 

students and staff safe while providing a top-notch education. Thank you for all of your hard work 

and here’s to a great school year.  
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