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Local Officials Celebrate Groundbreaking for New Jennings & 
Woldt Remodeling Showroom on Former Main Street 

Brownfield Site 
 
SUN PRAIRIE, WISCONSIN – Mayor Paul Esser along with several City Council members and 
other officials were on hand on Wednesday, August 31st to help officially kick off construction 
of a new two-story, 6,300 square-foot retail showroom for Jennings & Woldt Remodeling at 537 
W. Main Street, previously the site of the former Marathon Gas Station. 
 
The City of Sun Prairie provided financial assistance to allow Jennings & Woldt to acquire, 
remediate, and build on the former 0.425-acre gas station site on Sun Prairie’s Main Street that 
was thought to be one of the more challenging redevelopment sites in the City. 
 
City officials noted that conversations on a possible project for this site started back in March of 
2015. Over the course of the last year and a half, representatives from Jennings & Woldt 
worked with City staff, the Wisconsin DNR, Dane County, the Paske Group, Transcend 
Architects, and MSA Professional Services tackled several challenges at the site.  
 

• The project team had to track down the former owner, and ensure back taxes owed on 
the property were paid in full to avoid foreclosure on the property.  Doing so would 
have significantly delayed the acquisition of the property by Jennings & Woldt. 
 

• The environmental status of the site was unknown as remediation work and tank 
removal had obviously occurred, but there were no records documenting what had 
been completed.  The City funded Phase I and Phase II testing on the site to establish a 
clear record of the environmental status of the site.   
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• The project also had to address a higher stormwater management standard because of 
its proximity to the Commercial Avenue area, which was especially challenging due to 
the limited size of the parcel.   

 
Mayor Paul Esser expressed his appreciation and reaffirmed the City’s support for the project: 
 

“On behalf of the City Council I would like to thank Jennings & Woldt for being a part of 
our community, and for making this investment in our Main Street.  This project is 
generating a lot of excitement from our residents.  To have a beautiful new building 
where a vacant gas station used to be will be a tremendous improvement to the area.  
We expect this project to set the standard for future redevelopment on Main Street.” 

 
Jeremy Woldt, Owner and President of Jennings & Woldt released the following statement: 
 

“We are thrilled to be moving forward with our vision for the JW Home Design Center, 
bringing a one-stop-shop aspect to building and remodeling projects for our customers 
right here in Sun Prairie.  My wife Rachel (Jennings) grew up here, and we are raising our 
family here, because we love this community. We are so grateful for the support we’ve 
received, and we feel blessed to be able to give back to Sun Prairie in this way.  Working 
on this project with the City of Sun Prairie and Dane County has been amazing. They’ve 
been supportive throughout the entire process, and have been instrumental in making 
this project possible. I can’t thank them enough.” 

 
Director of Economic Development Neil Stechschulte issued the following statement on the 
project: 
 

“I can’t think of a better use on this site, or a better application of Tax Incremental 
Financing (TIF). This project advances every development priority we have for Main 
Street. We have removed an abandoned eyesore, remediated a site and obtained DNR 
approval, enhanced our local tax base, created new jobs, expanded a local business, 
have an attractive new building on Main Street, and secured the future of a local 
growing business to stay in Sun Prairie for a long time to come. We are very fortunate to 
have a quality business like Jennings & Woldt continuing their investment here, and we 
look forward to seeing the effect this has on Main Street.” 

 
The project is expected to be completed and open for business in Spring of 2017. 
 
  



About Jennings and Woldt Remodeling 
 
Since 1997, Jennings & Woldt has provided our customers with quality craftsmanship and 
innovative, professional solutions and services. Our goal is to enhance the beauty and value of 
your residential or commercial property with premium products and craftsmanship that deliver 
superior results. 
 
Ralph Jennings and Jeremy Woldt’s customer-oriented philosophy is based on commitment, 
craftsmanship and quality. Jennings & Woldt has the expertise to provide its customers with 
professional advice and solutions for their building and remodeling needs. 
 
Our solid reputation is built on integrity and trust that is woven into the fabric of our business. 
The friendly, personal service and uncompromising craftsmanship that are synonymous with 
our name are a result of our unwavering commitment to the Jennings & Woldt Code of Values. 
 
Jennings and Woldt has been professionally recognized several times, including: 

• Best of Sun Prairie (2016) 
• Best of HOUZZ.com for Service (2015) 
• Multiple listings as at “Top 500 Remodeler” by Qualified Remodeler Magazine. (2006, 

2007, 2008, 2009, 2012) 
• Regional Contractor of the Year (2008) 
• NARI Madison Contractor of the Year – Honorable Mention (2006, 2008) 

 
For more information, go to: http://www.jenningsandwoldt.com/  
 
About Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 

Sun Prairie has a growing employment sector, and has one of the Greater Madison/Dane 
County’s oldest and most successful business parks. Sun Prairie is home to more than an 
estimated 750 businesses and 10,000 employees calling it home. Major employers include 
Thermal Spray Technologies, Royle Printing, InForm Product Development, Wisconsin 
Distributors, Village Hearth, Hallman Lindsay Paints, Colony Brands, Continental Tire, Four Lakes 
Label, Trachte Building Systems, Palmer Johnson Power Systems, Badger Graphics, Imperial 
Blades, Madison-Kipp Corporation, Independent Pharmacy Cooperative and WPPI Energy.   
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Sun Prairie’s competitive advantages of the include: 

• Sun Prairie as a whole remains one of the fastest growing communities in all of 
Wisconsin.  At just over 32,000 in population, it is the second largest community in the 
Madison Region. 

• Sun Prairie has consistently had one of the lowest unemployment rates in Wisconsin 
(3.2% as of June 2016), drawing on the region to meet is growing employment demand. 

• Access to the greater Madison area is extremely easy, particularly by the excellent 
access to transportation infrastructure including U.S. 151, 1-39/90/94, STH 19 and the 
Wisconsin Southern Railroad. Sun Prairie is located within 15 minutes of the Dane 
County Regional Airport.  

• As a municipally-owned electric utility, rates and service levels are very competitive.   
• Sun Prairie is home to one of the fastest growing retail areas in the State, as well as one 

of the most successful Downtown redevelopment projects in Wisconsin.   
• The Sun Prairie Area School District is consistently one of the top performing school 

districts in Wisconsin. 
• The City of Sun Prairie has 348.6 acres of city-owned parks.  This includes 32 

neighborhood parks, seven community parks, and one citywide park. Angell Park, which 
is a private park, provides additional recreation space for use by residents of the City.  

• Other amenities include a 7.5-acre Family Aquatic Center, an 11-acre pet exercise area, 
and a 35,000 square-foot public library. 

For more information on the City of Sun Prairie, go to: http://www.cityofsunprairie.com  

Questions about the City of Sun Prairie should be sent to Director of Economic Development, 
Neil Stechschulte at nstechschulte@cityofsunprairie.com or 608-825-1107. 

Attached Photo (L to R): City Administrator Aaron Oppenheimer, Alderman Jon Freund, 
Alderman Mike Jacobs, Alderwoman Maureen Crombie, Jennings & Woldt Owner & President 
Jeremy Woldt, Council President Al Guyant, Mayor Paul Esser, Alderman Bill Connors, and 
Alderman Steve Stocker. 
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