
 
 

FRANKLIN MAYOR STEVE OLSON ENDORSES ERIK BROOKS FOR ASSEMBLY 
Olson sees Brooks as the voice Franklin needs in Madison 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Date: September 2, 2020  
Contact: Erik Brooks; (414) 651-1105 
 
SOUTH MILWAUKEE - Conservative Franklin Mayor Steve Olson today announced his 
endorsement of Democrat Erik Brooks in his bid for the District 21 Assembly Seat currently held 
by Republican Jesse Rodriguez. A portion of Franklin’s east side is within the district. 
 
“Mayor Brooks will bring focus to the crisis in municipal budgets being ignored by the state 
legislature,” said Olson, who won re-election to a third term as mayor in March. “He has dealt 
with state-imposed levy caps, reductions in non-levy revenue sources, unfunded state 
mandates, and the loss of local control for years. In Madison, he will remind legislators -- many 
who once served as alderpersons, town board members or even mayors -- that services 
provided by municipalities are vital to the well-being of our mutual constituents, the constituents 
they are now ignoring for the benefit of special-interest groups.” 
 
Supporting a Democrat is a dramatic shift for Olson, who has long supported Republican 
legislative candidates representing the Franklin area, including Rep. Rodriguez. 
 
Said Olson, “Rep. Rodriguez is a quality person whose agenda is now controlled by party 
leadership. It’s abundantly clear the party goals do not have the interests of the taxpayers of the 
City of Franklin in mind, and party leadership continues to take Franklin’s conservative vote for 
granted, as it has for decades. It’s time for our taxpayers to have a voice and an advocate in the 
legislature, not just another vote with the leadership. Erik will give us that voice. He will fight for 
us. 
 
“Franklin has FOUR Republicans in the Wisconsin legislature, yet we never seem to get our 
legislative needs to the table, much less passed. That needs to change. With Brooks advocating 
for us we’ll have a chance to be heard.” 
 

### 

Brooks, 44, grew up on Milwaukee’s South Side and graduated from St. Thomas More High School and Marquette 
University. He and his wife, Sarah, a South Milwaukee School Board member, are the parents of two children -- 
15-year-old Christian and 12-year-old Shelby. Brooks began his professional career in print journalism before joining 
Miller Brewing Company in April of 2007. In early 2020, Brooks opened Brooks Communications LLC. Brooks has 
served in government since 2009, when he was elected alderman in the City of South Milwaukee. He was elected 
mayor in 2014, beating the incumbent with more than 60% of the vote. He was re-elected in 2017 and won a third 
term in 2020. For more information, visit www.brooksforassembly.com 

Authorized by Brooks for Assembly 


