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WISCONSIN SCHOOL NURSES REMIND PARENTS STATE REQUIRES IMMUNIZATION RECORDS  

IN FIRST 30 DAYS OF SCHOOL OR STUDENTS COULD BE REMOVED FROM CLASSES 

 

Vaccinations and Updating Health Records Remain Top Priorities in Protecting Health 

 
 

MADISON – The Wisconsin Association of School Nurses (WASN), representing more than 300 members statewide, 

today reminded parents of Wisconsin’s Student Immunization Law Timeline that requires parents of students in 5K through the 

fifth grade to provide their updated immunization records to their public or private school within the first 30 days of the school 

year, or face the potential exclusion of their child or children from classes. 

WASN recommends parents make sure to provide schools with their records and schedule any needed vaccinations, 

sports physicals, or other matters to protect their children’s health for the 2016/2017 school year. 

 “There’s a lot going on in the first days of classes and we know it’s easy to forget about immunization records, but the 

law helps protect everyone,” said Valerie Hon, BS, RN, NCSN, president of the Wisconsin Association of School Nurses and 

the Portage Community School District school nurse. “We want parents to realize the importance of having their child’s 

immunizations updated and keeping their health records current, especially those with chronic conditions. Getting things done 

now allows the kids to focus on schoolwork.” 

Wisconsin requires children be vaccinated against chicken pox, measles/mumps/rubella, hepatitis B, polio and 

diphtheria/pertussis (whooping cough)/tetanus. Recommended vaccines for those ages 11-12 include the influenza, HPV, Tdap 

and Meningococcal. Parents with students entering college for the first time are also urged to get them vaccinated for similar 

diseases. Among the most deadly, is Type B meningitis, which requires additional shots to provide the best protection against a 

strain of meningitis responsible for recent outbreaks on college campuses around the country, according to Hon. 

“We are hopeful the state and all schools and universities of higher learning will also continue to strengthen their 

vaccination policies regarding meningitis and other diseases,” said Hon. “Vaccination is our best proven method in preventing 

disease.” 

Hon said parents can easily find their child’s vaccination records online by going to the Wisconsin Immunization Registry 

at https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/wir.htm. Additional immunization timeline information can be found at 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p01438.pdf. Vaccination waivers can be submitted for religious, personal or 

medical reasons. The mission of WASN is to support and advance the practice of professional school nurses in Wisconsin in 

order to enhance the health, safety and educational success of students. For more information please visit 

www.wischoolnurses.org. 
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