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As Our Kids Return to School, a Reminder to Support Public Education 
  
RIVER FALLS, WI – As summer draws to a close, many colleges and public schools are 
opening their doors and beginning a new school year today. While local children begin the next 
chapter in their lives, concerns continue to grow among local families about quality of education. 
 
“Our local families in western Wisconsin have immense pride in their public schools, but are 
concerned about what the future will bring due to years of historic budget cuts,” said River Falls 
Alderperson and State Senate Candidate Diane Odeen. “Many of our public schools are 
struggling to fill open teaching positions, forced to increase class sizes, and forced to resort to 
local referendums just to keep their doors open.” 
 
In early June, Odeen completed a two-week education listening tour, where she heard from local 
students, parents, educators, and administrators about their concerns with the state of public 
education in Wisconsin. During the tour, the Chancellor at the University of Wisconsin-Stout 
mentioned that “what keeps me awake at night” is the fact that UW-Stout is losing good faculty 
and staff because there are no resources to keep them. 
 
“As a mother of two college-age daughters, I understand how the cuts to our UW system have 
affected college students,” Odeen continued. “Since 2011, my opponent Sen. Sheila Harsdorf has 
voted to cut over $1 billion from higher education, directly leading to decreased need-based aid 
and fewer resources available for UW system schools.” 
 
“Rather than across-the-board cuts, we must work to expand economic opportunities for 
Wisconsin families by reinvesting in education at all levels so that every student is ensured a 
quality education and a bright future,” Odeen concluded. 
 
Diane Odeen is running for Wisconsin’s 10th Senate District in western Wisconsin. Diane currently serves 
as an Alderperson for the City of River Falls. Residents can learn more about Diane at dianeodeen.org. 
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