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WISCONSIN DELLS – At the Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin’s Annual Meeting Friday, Governor Scott Walker announced 
a statewide standing order that will allow pharmacists across the state to dispense naloxone to those deemed at risk for 
an opioid overdose. 
 
In response to the heroin and prescription opioid addiction epidemic in Wisconsin, which resulted in at least 850 deaths 
in 2014, the state of Wisconsin enacted more than 15 new laws aimed at combatting opioid-related deaths. One of 
these laws allows pharmacists to order and dispense naloxone without a prescription, so long as the pharmacist has a 
standing order from a physician. Administration of naloxone, an opioid antagonist, can prevent drug overdose deaths 
when given in a timely manner.  
 
Dr. Jonathan Meiman, Chief Medical Officer at the Department of Health Services, has signed the statewide standing 
order for naloxone prescriptions to be ordered and filled by pharmacists, allowing all pharmacists who meet certain 
training and other qualifying criteria across the state to dispense naloxone to those deemed to have a medical need for 
the antidote. 
 
Governor Walker praised the signing of the standing order as a positive step toward combatting preventable deaths 
from opioid abuse with the help of pharmacists:  
 
“In Wisconsin, and nationwide, we’re seeing lives lost and families shattered by opioid overdoses, whether from heroin 
or prescription painkillers, in our urban centers and rural areas,” said Governor Walker. “This standing order allows 
pharmacies the ability to make this life-saving drug more accessible for friends, family and loved ones of those at risk of 
overdose, and potentially open the door for treatment and recovery.” 
 

### 
 

About the Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin 

The Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin has championed the cause of helping pharmacists deliver the best care for their 

patients. Today, with more nearly 3500 members statewide, PSW is the professional organization that pharmacists, 

pharmacy technicians and student pharmacists join to further their careers, advance the standing of pharmacists, and 

improve the care of patients in Wisconsin. PSW invites all pharmacy professionals in the state who share the 

organization’s vision to be part of its voice. Please visit us online at www.pswi.org for more details. 
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