
  

Four Wisconsin Fire Stations Featured in First American 

Lung Association Fight For Air Climb Firefighter 

Calendar 
Firefighters from Milwaukee, West Allis, Eagle and Hales Corners 

selected as top firefighter supporters nationwide to be highlighted  
 

Brookfield (August 27, 2020) – Every year, hundreds of firefighters from Wisconsin fire 

departments race up 1034 stairs of the US Bank Center in downtown Milwaukee in full gear 

weighing over 45 pounds during the American Lung Association’s Milwaukee Fight For Air Climb. 

To honor these heroes, the Lung Association has launched its inaugural 2021 Fight For Air Climb 

Firefighter Calendar to raise funds to support the vision of a world free of lung disease. 

 

Wisconsin is well-represented on the calendar.  Three firefighters – Assistant Chief Aaron 

Lipski (Milwaukee), Chief Mason Pooler (West Allis) and (retired) Lieutenant Chuck Roberts 

(Eagle) will grace the cover. Captain Vianje Pendelton (Hales Corners) is featured on the May 

page. 

 

 Calendars can be pre-ordered starting today for $20 each, to be delivered in October. Each 

calendar features photos of our firefighters at their local Fight For Air Climb from Los Angeles and 

New York to Milwaukee, Miami and everywhere in between. 

 

Lipski and Pooler have been involved in the Milwaukee Climb, both as climbers and as members of 

the Climb planning committee for all 12 years it has operated and Roberts for 11.  The three have 

raised over $75,000 to support the Lung Association’s vision of a world free of lung disease.  

Roberts is also the number one firefighter fundraiser, personally raising over $48,000. Pendelton 

has climbed for six years. 

 

“I never thought I’d end up on the cover of a firefighter calendar, or ANY calendar for that matter” 

said Assistant Chief Lipski.  “This is a double-honor as I am extremely proud to represent the fire 

service with my partners from the ALA Milwaukee Fight for Air Climb Committee as well as to be 

included in this exciting new initiative.  For over a decade here in Milwaukee, the Fight for Air Climb 

has always been exciting and extremely inclusive of the fire service as it works to raise awareness 
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and funds for the vital work that the ALA continues to do.  I have never been more proud than I am 

to help in this capacity!” 

 

Respiratory diseases remain a significant health issue for firefighters and emergency responders. 

The Lung Association mission hits close to home with firefighters because of increased exposure to 

gases, chemicals and smoke in the line of duty. This exposure may result in the development of 

chronic issues, including lingering cough, hoarseness, asthma, and allergies and in more extreme 

cases, lung or bronchial cancer. One of the many pollutants found in smoke is particle pollution, 

which is a mix of tiny solid and liquid particles suspended in air so small that they enter and lodge 

deep in the lungs. Firefighters can inhale smoke and a wide range of chemicals that may be present 

in a burning building. 

 

Among the heroes affected by lung disease include first responders to the site of the terrorist attack 

on Twin Towers in New York City on September 11, 2001, many of whom developed different 

variants of asthma, acute rhinitis, sinusitis, sore throat and acute cough. On that day, some 

firefighters’ lungs aged the equivalent of 10 to 12 years in the first weeks to months following the 

attack from the dust they breathed.  

 

“The fire service and the American Lung Association share a common mission...to save lives,” said 

Chief Pooler. “Racing to the top of Wisconsin's tallest building while wearing fire gear gives us 

a brief glimpse of the daily struggles faced by those afflicted with lung disease. It's been my 

privilege to be part of the ALA team.” 

 

The Fight For Air Firefighter Calendars will include fire-safety tips and statistics on how fires affect 

our lung health, as well as tips for how to train for your next Fight For Air Climb. Additionally, Lung 

Association volunteers and donors will be featured in the calendar to highlight how they acted 

nimbly and helped keep the mission of saving lives through improving lung health going stronger 

than ever. 

 

For more information about the Fight For Air Firefighter Calendar visit Lung.org/calendar.  

 

For media seeking to schedule a media interview with and of the firefighters featured in the 

calendar, contact Dona Wininsky at the American Lung Association in Wisconsin at 262-703-4840 

or Dona.Wininsky@Lung.org. 
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### 

 

About the American Lung Association 

The American Lung Association is the leading organization working to save lives by improving lung 

health and preventing lung disease through education, advocacy and research. The work of the 

American Lung Association is focused on four strategic imperatives: to defeat lung cancer; to 

champion clean air for all; to improve the quality of life for those with lung disease and their families; 

and to create a tobacco-free future. For more information about the American Lung Association, a 

holder of the coveted 4-star rating from Charity Navigator and a Gold-Level GuideStar Member, or 

to support the work it does, call 1-800-LUNGUSA (1-800-586-4872) or visit: Lung.org. 
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