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Walker’s Wisconsin Once Again at the Bottom  

of Another Important List 
 

 

MADISON-On Thursday, August 25th, the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation released the 2016 Kauffman 

Index of Startup Activity State and Metro Trends. According to the report, Wisconsin ranked 25th out of the 25 

largest states for startup activity. This is the second year in a row that Wisconsin ranked dead last in this 

category. This demonstrates a disturbing lack of vision by Governor Walker and Republican legislators for 

economic growth and future prosperity in Wisconsin. Following the release of this data, Rep. Dana Wachs (D-

Eau Claire) issued the following statement:  

 

“This comprehensive report by the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation proves that Governor Walker and 

Wisconsin Republicans are not forward-thinking about startups and economic development. Startup activity is 

up in the rest of the country, but down here. Wisconsin should be at the top of this list but we are ranked last 

among the 25 larger states.  

 

“I’m sure that the Governor and the Republicans in the Legislature will try to spin this in a way that makes them 

look good, but the results are clear. Startups create jobs and grow our economy. We need to encourage 

entrepreneurship in Wisconsin and make investment in startups a priority. We need to welcome new ideas and 

innovation that will shape our state and our economy for the future. These ideas come through, primarily, higher 

education and research done at universities. The catalyst for industries like Epic in Verona and JAMF Software 

in Eau Claire were our universities. Wisconsin is home to some of the most creative, intelligent, and forward-

thinking people in the country. We, as policymakers, must give them the opportunity to make the most of their 

ideas and talents and help Wisconsin reach its full potential.” 

 

### 

 

Wisconsin’s Startup Activity Profile can be found here:  

http://www.kauffman.org/microsites/kauffman-index/profiles/state?State=Wisconsin&Report=StartupActivity  
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