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REP. POPE : SEN. VUKMIR’S HOMEWORK FAILS TO MEET EXPECTATIONS 

 
MADISON – Yesterday, Sen. Leah Vukmir (R-Brookfield) made an attempt to skew the facts on 
K-12 education funding, releasing a memo from the non-partisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau, in 
response to a memo released by Democrats - which illustrated the state’s failure to fund public 
education to 2010-11 levels.  Her distortion of the Democrat’s memo was made possible 
through poor reading comprehension and a poor understanding of basic math.   
 

Mislead /misˈlēd/ v. 

cause (someone) to have a wrong idea or impression about someone or something. 

 
“It’s laughable that Sen. Vukmir has the audacity to accuse anyone of misleading the people 
of Wisconsin after she does exactly that in Wednesday’s release.  In this release, she actually 
made the claims that the combined revenue total of $11.14 billion (2014-15) is more than 
$11.33 billion (2010-11), and that the per-pupil expenditure of $13,039 (2014-15) is more than 
$13,211 (2010-11).  If these ridiculous claims weren’t factually wrong enough, her misleading 
compounds even further when failing to factor in inflation, and also failing to mention that 
property tax funding rose over $60 million during that time period.”  
 
 Math 101: The alligator eats the bigger number 
 

a.) $11.14 < $11.33  
 

b.) $13,039 < $13,211 
  

State responsibility is currently $95 million less than it was in the 2010-11 budget.  This deficit is 
a reflection of Republican priorities as they continue to funnel resources to private, 
unaccountable, for-profit voucher schools. This second school system they created is estimated 
to cost the state over $800 million over the next decade. 
 
“The fact that Sen. Vukmir allowed this release out of her office, presumably without looking 
at her own memo, must be embarrassing.  What she should be even more embarrassed 
about is that she’s forced local property taxpayers to pick up the bill after she and her 
Republican colleagues gutted K-12 funding. Incrementally restoring a cut is not an increase, 
no matter how badly Republicans want it to be,” said Rep. Pope.  “Our public schools have 
remained strong despite the challenges forced on them by Governor Walker and Republican 
leadership.  If Sen. Vukmir wants to reference failing schools, perhaps she should look at 
some of the failing voucher schools she so willingly defends.”  ### 
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