
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Date: August 25, 2016 

Contact: 608.266.5504 

  
Rep. Peter Barca Renews Call for Summit on Jobs; We Need 

to Reverse our Dead Last Ranking in Start-Ups 
 

  

MADISON – Assembly Democratic Leader Peter Barca (D-Kenosha) released the following 

statement on the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation report ranking Wisconsin last for start-up 

business activity for the second year in a row: 

 

“While other states are recovering from the Great Recession and entrepreneurship is soaring, 

Wisconsin is failing. Gov. Walker and legislative Republicans have made it their priority to 

focus instead on efforts to consolidate their power and reward wealthy donors. Their nearly 

complete lack of action on an economic development agenda combined with harmful initiatives 

that have shrunk the middle class and slowed job growth are largely what has contributed to this 

woeful statistic that will cost our economy dearly over the long term. 

 

“Meanwhile, the bastion of new ideas and innovation, our world-class university system, has 

been slashed and attacked by Republicans. The UW has lost $795 million in state aid, students 

are taking longer to graduate with fewer resources and more student loan debt.  

 

“Legislative Democrats efforts to introduce measures that support entrepreneurship have been 

met with complete inaction and in many cases outright opposition from the GOP. In addition to 

advocating for funding and stronger public-private partnerships with the university, 

entrepreneurial support through collaborative internships (AB 103), Democrats developed 

legislation to close the skills gap to provide a skilled workforce (AB 86) and legislation to 

encourage early state seed and angel investment (AB 102). New businesses and innovation is 

crucial to our economy and the future of our state. Once again we are calling for a summit—we 

need to address this situation and our dead last job ranking in the Midwest before we fall so far 

behind we can’t catch up.” 
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http://www.kauffman.org/microsites/kauffman-index/reports/startup-activity

