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Rep. Wachs: Governor Walker and GOP Legislators 

Fail to Address College Affordability 
 

 

MADISON-On Tuesday, August 23rd, Governor Walker visited Fox Valley Technical College and Northcentral 

Technical College to discuss his attempts to make college affordable for Wisconsin students. Following this 

announcement, Rep. Dana Wachs (D-Eau Claire), ranking Democratic member on the Assembly Committee on 

Colleges and Universities, issued the following statement: 

 

“Time and time again Governor Walker and the Republicans in the Legislature have shown that they are only 

willing to use college affordability to score cheap political points. However, they fail to take action on real 

proposals that would help Wisconsin students and families. My Democratic colleagues and I have been proud to 

introduce the ‘Higher Ed, Lower Debt’ bill, but because of the extreme partisanship that has taken over 

Wisconsin politics, this bill has no Republican co-sponsors and has been repeatedly rejected. While the 

Republican stranglehold on our state government has been extremely frustrating for my Democratic colleagues 

and I, our frustration pales in comparison to that of students and families who are struggling to make college a 

reality, and to the graduates who cannot contribute to society because of the massive loan debt that they have 

once they leave school. 

 

“Furthermore, you would think that if Governor Walker and the Republicans in the Legislature really wanted to 

make college more affordable they would want to make sure that students aren’t staying for longer than they 

have to. However, with the historic cuts that they have made since Governor Walker and the Republicans in the 

Legislature have been in charge, class sizes are larger and class options are fewer. That means students are 

taking longer to graduate, taking on more student loan debt, and taking longer to contribute to the economy and 

start paying off their debt. 

 

“At least Governor Walker and the Republicans in the Legislature are consistent: They consistently try to use 

student loan debt and college affordability for cheap political points; they consistently offer weak ‘solutions’ to 

the problems facing students, families, and recent graduates; and they consistently fail the people of 

Wisconsin.” 
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