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Rep. Taylor’s response to health center closure because of potential violence 
 

MADISON – Yesterday, Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin (PPWI) announced that they were forced to 
permanently close their Appleton North facility. The change comes in the aftermath of the Colorado 
Springs murders last November and is due to the infeasible cost to upgrade the facility to meet the 
stringent security standards now required. The only two remaining health centers where women can 
access abortion services are in Madison and Milwaukee. After the announcement, Rep. Chris Taylor (D-
Madison) issued the following statement:  
 
“As I said in the wake of the Colorado Springs murder of three Planned Parenthood employees by an anti-
choice zealot, it is more important than ever to keep working to advance, not politicize, women’s 
healthcare. Because of the chronic violence directed at women’s health providers and the cost associated 
with extensive security measures to keep women safe, this health center was forced to close, leaving 
thousands of women without access to safe, legal abortions.  
 
“It is appalling that organizations, including Wisconsin Family Action, are celebrating this closure in the 
wake of the Colorado Springs murders and the enhanced security precautions PPWI must now adopt. I’m 
calling on my Republican colleagues to rebuke the responses of these organizations to this closing, which 
seem to perpetuate the acceptance of violence against women’s health centers. Their statements are 
despicable and appalling and they should be immediately retracted.  
 
“The losers as usual, since the Walker administration and GOP came to power, are Wisconsin women and 
families. It is time for voters to demand their legislators stop the attack on women and PPWI and for 
other community health care providers to step in and fulfill their obligation to providing safe and legal 
abortion services.” 
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