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RIVERWAY BOARD WELCOMES NEW CRAWFORD COUNTY REPRESENTATIVE 
 

MUSCODA.....The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board met by conference call on August 13th to 

conduct a regular monthly meeting.  The board welcomed new member from Crawford County, James 

Czajkowski of rural Wauzeka.  Czajkowski is retired but spent a career as an attorney and as a Crawford 

County Circuit Judge.  He is an avid paddler and builds his own canoes and kayaks.  Czajkowski replaces 

Ron Leys of Prairie du Chien, who served on the Riverway Board for 15 years. 

 Mark Cupp, Riverway Board Executive Director, said, “The board is pleased Governor Evers has 

selected Jim Czajkowski to serve as the Crawford County representative.  His support of the Riverway and 

knowledge of the area will allow him to be an immediate contributor to the board’s decision-making 

process.  Replacing Ron Leys will be no easy task.  Mr. Leys served as Chair of the Operations Committee 

and was always well prepared for meetings.  We will miss him and appreciate his dedicated service to the 

people of the lower Wisconsin River valley.” 

 In other action, the board approved issuance of a permit to the American Transmission Company for 

replacement of a structure in the bottomlands west of Spring Green.  The new structure will be 13 feet 

higher than the existing poles due to federal requirements for safety and clearance.  Other routine 

maintenance activities also will be conducted on the line near Hill Slough. 

 Cupp said an announcement is forthcoming regarding designation of Riverway wetlands as 

“wetlands of international importance” under the Ramsar conventions.  The designation does not include 

any new regulations but is meant to recognize the high quality and environmental importance of the  
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Riverway bottomlands.  Cupp reviewed a letter from Jeb Barzen of the Ferry Bluff Eagle Council 

expressing concern for a possible new nonmetallic mining operation in the Town of Roxbury, Dane 

County.  The letter notes the potential of adverse impacts on nesting and roosting eagles in the immediate 

vicinity.  Cupp told the board he has not received a permit application and does not know the extent or 

precise location of the mining operation. 

 Cupp said he had issued permits to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for timber harvest 

activities at two locations in the Riverway.  A timber harvest and timber stand improvement project will be 

conducted on lands not visible from the river west of Blue River in the Town of Watterstown, Grant 

County.  A permit also was issued for a timber harvest and timber stand improvement project on lands not 

visible from the river at the Black Hawk Unit in the Town of Mazomanie, Dane County. 

 The next meeting of the Riverway Board is slated for September 10, 2020. 
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For further information, contact Mark E. Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, at (608) 739-3188 or by cell 
phone at (608) 739-2179 or by e-mail at mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov.  
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