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Governor Scott Walker and First Lady Tonette Walker  

Celebrate the Gift of Life 

  

Madison – Governor Scott Walker and First Lady Tonette Walker met with the families of organ donors at 

the 24th annual Gift of Life Medal Ceremony, which was held at the Executive Residence. Today, 226 

family members representing 54 organ donors were in attendance. 

  

The ceremony recognizes the difficult decisions the families and loved ones of organ donors have to make 

and helps to increase public awareness of the critical need for organ donation in Wisconsin and throughout 

the nation. 

  

"In 2015, a total of 180 organ donors gave the gift of life in Wisconsin, many of whom are represented by 

family members and loved ones here today," Governor Walker said. "We honor these families, who in the 

wake of personal tragedy made the difficult decision to save the lives of countless others through organ 

donation. The ceremony today is about honoring the lives of their loved ones and raising awareness about 

the positive impact organ donation has on communities throughout our state." 

  

First held in 1993, the Gift of Life Medal Ceremony honors the families of Wisconsin organ donors who 

generously gave the gift of life through organ, tissue, and eye donation. The ceremony is coordinated every 

year by Wisconsin's two federally-designated Organ Procurement Organizations (OPOs), the University of 

Wisconsin Tissues and Organ Donation in Madison, and the Wisconsin Donor Network in Milwaukee. 

  

Wisconsin is among the nation's most generous states when it comes to saying yes to organ donation. About 

90 percent of the time, when presented with the opportunity, families like those represented at the ceremony 

today make the decision to support organ donation. Thanks to the 54 organ donors represented by families 

at the ceremony today, nearly 700 people received the gift of life through transplants in Milwaukee, 

Madison, and other cities throughout Wisconsin. 

  

To learn more about organ donation or register to become an organ donor, please visit your local Division 

of Motor Vehicles (DMV), or check out www.YesIWillWisconsin.com. 
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