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Brian Smith Tours Correctional Facility, Calls for Corrections 

Reform 
 
WAUPACA, WI – On Monday, Waupaca Mayor and candidate for Wisconsin’s 14th State 
Senate District Brian Smith toured the Red Granite Correctional Institution. During the visit, 
Brian observed the conditions of the prison both for the staff members and the inmates.  
 
“What I noticed while visiting the correctional facility was the staff and how much they really 
cared about their jobs,” Smith noted. “The staff was very professional and it was apparent that 
they wanted to help the inmates improve their lives.”   
 
The Wisconsin Department of Corrections has undergone many changes since 2010, including 
the passing of Act 10 and severe budget cuts to correctional facilities. 
 
When speaking with one of the officers, Brian listened to his concerns about staff safety. 
Reflecting on that conversation, Brian noted, “After Act 10 was passed, many good officers that 
had experience decided to retire. This left the facility short staffed and forced many staff 
members to take mandatory overtime. A correctional officer has to be attentive at all times, and 
adding undue fatigue from working a double shift makes already dangerous working conditions 
doubly worse.” 
 
“The top priority of Wisconsin’s correction system must be rehabilitation of the inmates. 
Wisconsin’s inmates should be given every chance to begin contributing to society again when 
they are released. Recidivism in Wisconsin must be addressed, and reducing the rate that inmates 
return to correctional facilities should be the goal at every state correctional facility. Overall, the 
state must do a better job of keeping correctional officers safe while ensuring inmates are 
able to function in society when released.” 
 
 
Brian Smith is running to represent the 14th Senate District in central Wisconsin. Residents can learn 
more about Brian at: www.BrianSmithforSenate.com 
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