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Vos Plays It Safe at Expense of Trauma Survivors 

(Madison, WI) - Trauma survivor and advocate Adrianne called Speaker of the Assembly Robin Vos 

to account today for his continued refusal to work with the State Senate to end Governor Evers’ 

statewide mask mandate. Melby resides in Vos’ Assembly District and is the founder of Patched, a 

new network and public voice for trauma survivors. She has been vocal about the serious challenges 

masks pose to the healing efforts of Wisconsin’s 1.7 million trauma survivors—nearly a third of the 

state’s population. 

As a co-equal branch of government, the State Legislature holds constitutional and statutory 

authority to overturn any executive emergency order via joint resolution. Sen. Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald indicated on July 31st that the State Senate stood ready to work with the Assembly on a 

resolution to end the mask mandate. Vos has shown no interest. 

On August 3rd, Melby and her husband met with Vos to convey an array of detrimental impacts that 

masks have on trauma survivors, including ongoing re-victimization.  

“It quickly became clear that Speaker Vos wasn’t interested in assisting survivors,” says Melby. 

“Instead, he wanted us to understand that it’s safer for him to do nothing.” 

The psychological, physical, and sexual abuse Melby experienced at the hands of both a family 

member and a former partner has resulted in Complex Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (C-PTSD), 

which already makes her life and healing a challenge. The mask mandate has made everything more 

difficult for her—and for other survivors.  

“Just having follow-up doctor appointments causes me severe anxiety and physical illness, because I’ll 

have to put on a mask,” says Melby. “But if I don’t go to the appointment, I might be denied the 

medication refills that help with my C-PTSD. That concern makes me even more anxious. It’s the 

same with seeing my counselor. I have to choose—either see her through Zoom, which is triggering 

because I hate seeing myself, or see her in person with a mask on. I’ve come so far with a good doctor 

and a fabulous counselor, but I can’t wear a mask without being triggered. I’m left feeling that I can’t 

even get the mental health care I need.”  

That Vos appears uninterested in the agonizing dilemmas faced by Wisconsin’s multitude of trauma 

survivors under the governor’s order troubles Melby profoundly.  

“Survivors don’t deserve to be re-victimized and shamed on a daily basis. I thought the people who 

represent us were supposed to be bold enough to take difficult stands for what is right. But my 

representative—the Speaker of the Assembly—can’t be bothered to stand for justice.” 

For more information, please contact Adrianne Melby at: (608) 210-2983. 


