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Why are the Koch Brothers Supporting Ed Brooks? 
Koch-funded special interest powerhouse, Americans for Prosperity, lands in 50th AD 

 
REEDSBURG – One of the organizations behind re-writing Wisconsin’s campaign finance laws for 
unlimited corporate fundraising and destroying Wisconsin’s non-partisan election watchdog, has arrived 
in the 50th Assembly District this week campaigning on behalf of Rep. Ed Brooks (R-Reedsburg).  
Americans for Prosperity (AFP), funded by ultra-conservative billionaires David and Charles Koch, have 
played an increasingly large role in our elections with millions funneled to support Governor Scott 
Walker and GOP candidates across Wisconsin.   
 
“Over the past few days, I’ve been asked why an organization like AFP would be out hitting the campaign 
trail for Rep. Ed Brooks and all I say, is look at his record.  From voting to exempt himself from political 
corruption investigations to opening the floodgates for more money in our elections, Rep. Ed Brooks has 
sided with the GOP party leaders and rich special interest groups every single time they’ve attacked our 
strong traditions of clean and transparent government,” Shrader commented.    
 
Shrader (D-Reedsburg), who served in the Marine Corps during Operation Desert Storm and works at a 
local credit union helping small businesses start and expand, emerged from the Democratic primary for 
the 50th Assembly District winning over 70 percent of the vote.   
 
“I could not be more proud of the campaign we have been running which relies on the strong local 
support of family, neighbors, business owners and community leaders – not billionaires and their 
bankrolls.  It is clear that the people of this Assembly District are looking for a change in their State 
Representative – they deserve representation that actually fights for them and doesn’t take marching 
orders from Governor Walker, party leaders or the special interests,” Shrader concluded.   
 
Art and his wife of 22 years, Mindy, live in rural Reedsburg and have two children, Dakota and Miranda.  
After serving overseas as a Marine in Operation Desert Storm, Art attended UW-Richland County and 
graduated from both Winona State University and UW-Madison.  Art works at WCCU Credit Union as a 
Business Loan Officer.  He is a member of VFW Post 1916, the Eagles Nest Detachment of the Marine 
Corps League and previously was a member of the Lions Club, Kiwanis Club, Sauk County Chamber of 
Commerce, Sauk County Economic Development Corporation Board, Baraboo Revitalization Committee, 
Reedsburg Outdoor Club and the Reedsburg Homeless Shelter Board. 
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