
 
 

August 18, 2021 
2021-23 Biennial Budget Earns an “Incomplete” 

 
 
Dear Legislator, 
 
Fox Cities Advocates for Public Education grades the 2021-23 Biennial Budget as an “I”, 
for “Incomplete”.  As our kids head back to school, their educational opportunities are 
uncertain.  It doesn’t have to be this way. Wisconsin’s healthy financial situation gives the 
Legislature a unique opportunity to invest in Wisconsin’s children. Given that preK-12 
public schools have endured over a decade of cutting corners and operating via 
referendum, this is a Golden Opportunity to make up for lost time. 

FCA4PE encourages you to meet with school districts in your legislative district to get a 
clear understanding of their financial pictures. All indications are that districts will face a 
severe fiscal cliff, especially in year two of the budget. Long-term planning is needed, not 
short-term thinking. 

Fox Cities Advocates for Public Education, representing a coalition of hundreds of 
advocates and community leaders, asks you to complete your work and improve the  
2021-22 Biennial Budget for pre-K-12 public schools.  We support the following:   

• Provide a minimum per pupil increase of $200 in 2021-22 and $204 in 2022-23.  
A zero (0) funding increase is included in the budget. Due to the revenue limit 
freeze, most of the budgeted funding is ‘funding in name only’ because it cannot be 
spent in the classroom but will instead reduce property taxes. According to the most 
recent Marquette poll, as in previous polls, the people of Wisconsin prefer funding 
public education over receiving a tax cut.  In light of the $1.7 billion estimated 
surplus, the Legislature can reduce property taxes AND fund our schools. Yes, we 
can afford it! 
 

• The special education reimbursement should be a guaranteed rate of 60% for 
both public and private schools.  According to the LFB, “… funding would maintain 
the current proration rate of 28.2% in 2021-22 and increase the proration rate to 
30.0% in 2022-23.”  Underfunding special education affects all students.  For 
example, Appleton Area School District transfers approximately $24 million per year 
out of their general fund to cover mandated special education services. This is a 
longtime problem that must be fixed. Yes, we can afford it! 
  

• The proposed $46.5 million expansion in Mental Health Categorical Aid is greatly 
needed. Minimal increases were approved for school-based mental health services. 
Yes, we can afford it! 
 

• Allow school districts with full-time 4K programs to count each child as a full-
time student in their enrollment reports.  We support this common-sense proposal. 
Yes, we can afford it! 
 

 

https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/state-projects-1-7-billion-surplus-at-end-of-current-budget-cycle/article_b12a2779-bb40-5a08-937e-6d2c6cdda79c.html
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/a-golden-opportunity-for-wisconsin/
https://law.marquette.edu/poll/
https://law.marquette.edu/poll/
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/state-projects-1-7-billion-surplus-at-end-of-current-budget-cycle/article_b12a2779-bb40-5a08-937e-6d2c6cdda79c.html
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/state-projects-1-7-billion-surplus-at-end-of-current-budget-cycle/article_b12a2779-bb40-5a08-937e-6d2c6cdda79c.html
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/budget/2021_23_biennial_budget/101_summary_of_provisions_2021_act_58_august_2021.pdf


• Increase support for low-income students and English language learners, as 
recommended in the bipartisan Blue-Ribbon Commission on Education. No 
additional funding was included in this budget. Yes, we can afford it! 
 

The pandemic is not over. The federal funding from the American Rescue Plan is one-time 
money for COVID related costs. Funding the ongoing needs of our schools is the 
constitutional responsibility of the Wisconsin Legislature.  

We can and must do better for our kids. Complete your work on the 2021-23 Biennial 
Budget and earn the “A” grade our kids deserve. Yes, we can afford it! 

 

 
Wisconsin Budget Project 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Fox Cities Advocates for Public Education 
fca4pe@gmail.com 
 

Jim Bowman 
Ann Cattau 
Patti Clark-Stojke 
Marcia Engen 
Cindy Fallona 

Nancy Jones 
Carol Lenz 
Jacqueline Nider 
Corey Otis 
Jane Parish Yang 

 
 
FOX CITIES ADVOCATES FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION is a non-partisan, issue-oriented 
coalition of hundreds of Fox Valley public school advocates and community leaders whose 
focus is on finding common ground regarding growth and improvement of public education. 
Advocates support quality public education in the Appleton Area School District, Little 
Chute Area School District, Kaukauna School District, Kimberly Area School District, 
Neenah Joint School District and Menasha Joint School District and surrounding Districts. 

http://www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org/wisconsin-lawmakers-directed-far-more-resources-to-an-income-tax-cut-than-other-critical-priorities
mailto:fca4pe@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/view/fox-cities-advocates-4-pub-ed/home

