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Events Include:
Solidarity March in Beloit, WI - 9 AM: Starts at the pavilion in Riverside Park and marching the
bridges along the Rock River

Letter delivery and Banner Drop in Madison, WI - 3 PM: US Army Corps of Engineers,
559 D'onofrio Dr # 200, Madison, WI 53719

Wisconsin Health Leaders Oppose Enbridge Line 3
Wisconsin health professionals call on President Biden to revoke Line 3 permits

WISCONSIN -- On Tuesday, health leaders and environmental organizations from across
Wisconsin took action to call on the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and President Biden to halt
construction on Line 3 immediately. Leaders noted that Biden took a similar action on the first
day of his term with Keystone XL.

Speakers addressed a myriad of health issues associated with the pipeline, including toxic
exposures, indigenous health, and climate change. Attendees included top doctors, nurses,
therapists, and environmental justice advocates from around the state.

“The primary chemicals mixed with the thick tar sands, benzene and toluene, are very harmful to
the environment and to human health.  Oil spills from tar sands pipelines cause lethal effects in
both short and long term exposure: neurological symptoms, cancers, impaired immune systems,
reproductive problems, and more,” stated Dr. Brittany Keyes. “In healthcare we work for disease
prevention. This is why it is imperative we halt the Line 3 pipeline, because stopping this project
today will undoubtedly prevent suffering and save lives.”

Enbridge,the company installing Line 3, has a bad record of spills in the Midwest and recently
faced fines for failing to report a spill from another of its pipelines near Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin
for more than 15 months.

“I am concerned about water contamination. Enbridge’s prior pipeline failures caused a massive
spill in the Kalamazoo River, sending patients to hospitals with coughing and choking,
headaches, nausea, and eye pain. Surges of these patients to our busy hospitals can delay
response to these and other emergencies. Hospitals do not have infinite resources,” said Dr.
Caitlin Rublee, an Emergency Medicine Physician in Milwaukee.
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Furthermore, Line 3 cuts through the heart of the Anishinaabe territory in Minnesota, violating
treaty rights, damaging sacred wild rice beds, and threatening the health of Indigenous
communities.

Dr. Claire Gervais, a Family Medicine Specialist in Madison explained: "An expanded Line 3 will
bring higher operating pressure and an additional 370,000 barrels of oil per day through Native
American lands, increasing the already existing threat of the present 53 year old Line 3 to
contaminate pristine water and rice beds. Pipeline failures cause significant injuries, fatalities
and property damage, adding to the ever present health equity problems that already exist for
Native populations."

This summer, Wisconsin health professionals have also seen climate change take a toll on their
patients. From record-breaking extreme heat, unprecedented drought, and poor air quality from
wildfire smoke, it is clear that the health impacts of climate change are not only killing people
around the world, but our own neighbors, too.

"The recent report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) makes it
abundantly clear that we need to stop emitting carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. If we fail to
make changes to our greenhouse gas emissions, we can expect more extreme weather events,
like droughts, floods, massive heat waves, sea level rises, and deadly storms. Clearly, building a
pipeline that is the equivalent to 50 coal plants is the wrong thing to do. As a physician, I want
what is best for human health and survival, and if we continue emitting greenhouse gases into
the atmosphere, many of us will not survive," said Dr. Zoe Rammelkamp.

“Instead,” noted Dr. Jonathan Patz, the Director of the Global Health Institute at UW-Madison
and former IPCC report co-author, “our economy and health would be bettered by advancing
clean energy projects that bring far more stable, high paying jobs to the Midwest. A study of the
Wisconsin energy market found that if 100 percent of Wisconsin energy needs were met with
clean energy, 161,100 net jobs would be created, the state GDP would increase by 5 percent,
and state tax revenues would increase by more than $500 M per year. The savings from
avoided health damages (i.e. heart attacks, hospitalizations, and lost work days) would total $21
billion every single year. We have the technology available now to improve the health of
Wisconsin families immediately.”

Event organizers ended by thanking those on the frontlines that have been working to stop Line
3 for years. “I am so thankful for the Water Protectors and all of our Indigenous Leaders,” said
Keyes, “I wish we had listened, learned, and collaborated with them centuries ago. I hope we
can turn the page towards this. We need their leadership, wisdom, and stewardship for the land
and the environment if we are to have any chance of stabilizing the climate and our future. I just
hope we are not too late.”

###
Here is the letter delivered to Biden by health professionals. A second letter was also delivered
by concerned environmental and social justice organizations in Wisconsin.
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The Wisconsin Health Professionals for Climate Action is committed to communicating that
the global climate crisis is a public health emergency, and advocating for equitable solutions to
decrease the impact of climate change on human health. The organization represents over 350

nurses, doctors, public health workers, and health professionals from all across the state of
Wisconsin.

Founded in 1892, the Sierra Club is America’s oldest, largest and most influential grassroots
environmental organization. The Sierra Club’s mission is to explore, enjoy, and protect the wild
places of the earth.  The Sierra Club – Wisconsin Chapter is made up of 20,000 members and

supporters working to promote clean energy and protect water resources in Wisconsin.

The 350 Madison Climate Action Team is dedicated to achieving a just transition to a
reduction in atmospheric CO 2 below 350 parts per million (ppm) by working locally in concert

with a powerful global movement.


