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RIVERWAY BOARD ISSUES PERMITS 
 

MUSCODA..... The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board (LWSRB) met in Boscobel on August 12th to 

conduct a regular monthly business meeting.   The board approved issuance of general permits to the 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for forestry work on state owned lands not visible from the river 

in Sauk, Dane and Iowa counties; and issued a timber harvest permit for a parcel visible from the river in 

Grant County.   

 The site in Sauk County is located in the Town of Troy in the Cassell Prairie area.  A bottomlands 

harvest will include small regeneration cuts to encourage new growth of oak. Site preparation to address 

invasive species has been completed and 73,000 oak seedlings have been planted.   

 In the Town of Mazomanie, two sites will see harvesting.  Near the Mazo Dog Trial area, 91 acres 

are targeted for small diameter tree removal as the first stage in a shelterwood cut.  The other site, along 

CTH Y, will remove white pine from a plantation on 26 acres adjacent to the Mazo Barrens State Natural 

Area.  Removal of the pine will enhance management of the barrens community and will provide habitat for 

a variety of reptiles. 

 The LWSRB issued a two-year extension for the first step in converting the woods to oak barrens 

on 75 acres at the Lemanski tract, also known as the Marsh Creek Unit, between Muscoda and Avoca in the 

Town of Pulaski.  At the west edge of the DNR property, another 42-acre site will be harvested with the 

target being over-mature, storm damaged and unhealthy oak trees.  The larger, healthy oak trees will be 

retained for the time being.  13,500 seedlings of swamp white oak, burr oak and white oak have been 

planted at the site. 

(more) 



RIVERWAY BOARD ISSUES PERMITS/ADD ONE 

 

 Mark Cupp, Executive Director, reported Grant County’s Town of Millville, will be the site of a 

harvest on 129 acres largely visible from the river between Campbell Ridge Road and CTH C, the former 

Shea property. DNR foresters have marked small groups of mature trees, 3-5 trees in a group, to create an 

uneven aged stand.  There will be minimal aesthetic impact when viewed from the river during leaf-on 

conditions.  The harvest will consist largely of red oak, maple, and basswood.   

 Cupp said he had issued a management permit to Galen Bremmer for a timber stand improvement 

(TSI) project in the Town of Orion, Richland County.  Small trees of undesirable species will be removed to 

enhance the vigor of the woods.  Species such as elm and ironwood will be targeted under the TSI 

prescription.  Cupp also reported a number of small railroad bridges will be replaced in Crawford County 

on the Wisconsin & Southern line.  The bridges traverse culverts or intermittent streams and are generally 

in the 30-50 foot span range with no visible impacts from the river.  Cupp said record river flows for mid-

August are being seen at the Muscoda gauge due to recent heavy rains in the central part of the state with 

the runoff reaching the Riverway along with local rain events filling the tributaries of the lower Wisconsin 

River.   

 The next Riverway Board meeting is slated for September 9, 2021, and tentatively will be held at 

the Kratochwill Memorial Building (village hall) in Muscoda.  The board is awaiting further COVID-19 

guidelines from the State of Wisconsin regarding holding in-person meetings due the spread of the Delta 

variant. 

-30- 

For further information, contact Mark E. Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, at (608) 739-3188 or by cell 
phone at (608) 739-2179 or by e-mail at mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov.  
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