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Joe Huftel Speaks Out on Cuts to Local Schools 

New Memo Details Nearly $7.5 million in Republican Cuts to Local Schools Since 2011  
 
RICE LAKE – Today, Joe Huftel, candidate for the 75th Assembly District, decried the major school cuts 

detailed in a new memo on school funding. The memo shows that since Republicans took control in 

2010-2011, local schools have lost nearly $7.5 million in state aid. The figures come from the non-

partisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau (LFB). 

 

“Local public schools are the pride of our communities and ours have taken a beating under Republican 

rule in Wisconsin,” Joe Huftel said. “Our state budget is a reflection of our priorities and Republicans 

like Scott Walker and Romaine Quinn have held the wrong priorities for far too long.” 

 

The memo detailed the changes in net school aid to districts from 2010-11 to 2015-16.  

 

Over the past five years, 14 out of the 18 school districts represented in the 75th Assembly District have 

experienced cuts in their general state aid under the Republican legislature, including: 

 Rice Lake Area -- $2,337,595 CUT 

 Cumberland -- $813,457 CUT 

 Chetek-Weyerhaeuser Area -- $1,759,324 CUT 

 

This budget, Republicans in the legislature also voted to transfer more than $750 million in taxpayer 

money from public schools to unaccountable private voucher schools, over the next decade.  

 

“It is truly shameful that my Republican opponent brags about his support of public schools while voting 

for budgets and policies which will continue to gut their funding,” Huftel said.  “At the same time, 

Walker and Quinn are okay with diverting hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars to unaccountable 

private voucher schools.” Huftel added. “Our kids deserve better.” 

 

Huftel has earned degrees from UW Stout and UW Madison.  He spent four years working for the Dunn 

County Highway Department saving money to attend college.  Huftel has almost 30 years of experience 

as a middle and high school technology education teacher, as a high school principal and assistant 

principal, and most recently as a vice president and campus administrator with Wisconsin Indianhead 

Technical College.   

 

The 75th Assembly District includes all of Barron County, individual townships in Burnett, Dunn, St. 

Croix, and Polk Counties, and ten townships in southern Washburn County. The election for statewide 

Assembly seats coincides with the fall presidential election held on November 8. 
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http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/0815bewleymemo.pdf

