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John A. Scocos Column: 71st Anniversary of VJ Day and the End of WWII 
 
            This week 71 years ago on August 15, 1945, World War II drew to a close with Japanese surrender.  
 
            Securing Japan’s surrender and concluding World War II came at the price of many. More than 332,000 
Wisconsinites served in World War II. More than 8,400 of those were killed in action, with an additional 13,500 
wounded. That’s just a small fraction compared to the total number of U.S. residents who served, died and were 
wounded – more than 100,000 American personnel died in the Pacific Theater. 
 
            On August 6, 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima by the B-29 bomber Enola Gay, searing 
the center of the city for a fraction of a second with a heat of 300,000 degrees centigrade. Three days later, a 
second bomb was dropped on Nagasaki. On August 10

th
, Tokyo announced that Japan was willing to surrender. 

World War II was over. 
 
            Meanwhile, as the news of the Japanese surrender swept the Allied countries, swarms of exuberant 
people flooded the streets staging impromptu celebrations all over the world. These festivities lasted for days and 
have been forever captured in pictures such as the famous Alfred Eisenstaedt picture for Life Magazine of a 
uniformed sailor kissing a nurse in Times Square. 
 
            Japanese Emperor Hirohito, accepting the Allies’ Potsdam ultimatum, declared an official end to the 
fighting on August 14, 1945. The first official day without war with Japan, August 15

th
, was quickly dubbed “V-J 

Day” at home in the U.S. to celebrate the victory over Japan. The official surrender ceremony took place on 
September 2, 1945 aboard the American battleship USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay, presided over by General 
Douglas MacArthur.  
 
            The 71

st
 Anniversary of V-J Day is not only a celebration of the end of the most destructive war in human 

history, but is also an opportunity to remember the debt of gratitude we owe to our veterans for the price they paid 
for our freedom. To this day, we enjoy the benefits brought about by the service and sacrifices of our veterans. 
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