
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE August 16, 2021 

Contact: Rep. Elijah Behnke (608) 266-2343 

Rep. Behnke: Public Hearing on Curriculum 

Transparency 

MADISON - State Representative Elijah Behnke (R-Oconto) issued the following statement 

regarding the public hearing for Assembly Bill 488 (AB 488): 

“Last Wednesday, AB 488 (Curriculum Transparency Bill) had a public hearing.  I was able to 

hear from many people across the state regarding their stance on AB 488.  This public hearing 

raised a lot of questions that I would like to address and clear up.” 

“One concern that I heard from the testimonies is that this bill would infringe on copyright laws.  

This bill exempts school districts from posting any information that would constitute a violation 

of federal copyright law.  It asks teachers to post curriculum in a bibliographic matter to avoid 

the violation.” 

“Another concern I heard was that AB 488 would impose burden on teachers.  Many school 

districts already require teachers to create and submit curriculum.  This bill is very flexible on 

how curriculum can be compiled and posted on the district website.  After COVID-19, many 

teachers digitalized all their documents, so it would not be difficult to upload them.” 

“Finally concerns were also raised about private schools that receive taxpayer funding should be 

included in this bill.  This bill only applies to public schools because public school attendance is 

compulsory whereas private school attendance is voluntary.” 

“Last year when superintendents sent children home for virtual learning, it gave families a peek 

into what was being taught.  It became concerning and parents want more visibility and control 

over what their children are learning.  This concern isn’t just from parents in the 89th Assembly 

District but throughout the state.” 

 “We need to focus on bettering our education systems for our children’s futures and AB 488 is a 

great bill to help hold our schools accountable.” 

### 

The 89th Assembly District includes portions of Brown, Marinette, and Oconto counties.  

 


