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Representative JoCasta Zamarripa on Unrest in Milwaukee 

 

Madison – State Representative JoCasta Zamarripa (D – Milwaukee) issued the following statement on 

the recent unrest in Milwaukee. 

  

“Like many Milwaukeeans, I am disappointed, disheartened, and still in disbelief about the rioting that 

occurred this weekend.  I never condone violence, and I implore Wisconsinites to recognize the good in 

our state's largest city, which was exemplified on Sunday morning when Milwaukeeans like my 

colleagues, Representatives Evan Goyke and LaTonya Johnson, their neighbors and constituents helped 

clean up the damage done to their near north side community.  

 

“This terrible situation should force all of us to reflect on the circumstances that led our community to this 

point.  The truth is, there are racial disparities in our law enforcement, justice and correctional systems. 

Consider the fact that African-Americans are much more likely to be shot by police than their white peers. 

African-Americans were 31 percent of those killed by police in 2012, but they make up just 13 percent of 

the population of the United States.  One study showed that between 2010 and 2012, African-American 

teens were 21 times more likely than white teens to be shot and killed by police officers.  And although 

African-Americans aren’t more likely to use, buy or sell illegal drugs, they are disproportionately arrested 

and imprisoned for those offenses and face longer prison sentences than white offenders. 

 

“I say this to provide some perspective.  Violence against people and property is abhorrent, and I hope 

that those who perpetrated it are brought to justice.  I am frustrated and angry, as are many of my 

constituents, at the sight of the burned buildings on Milwaukee’s near north side.  However, I’m also 

frustrated and angry at the continuing racial disparities in our criminal justice system.   

 

“Condemning violence is necessary, but doing so without being willing to honestly discuss the factors 

that brought us here is irresponsible.  It’s time to move beyond the archaic politics of city versus suburbs 

and find solutions to our city’s, and state’s, problems.” 
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