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News Advisory: 
Contact: Jeff Wiswell, City Administrator 
(920) 487-5203 or (920) 255-6421 
          For Immediate Release: 

August 11, 2016–5:30 PM 
  

City of Algoma Crescent Beach Awarded $175,000 U.S. EPA Grant 
 
(Algoma, WI) – Algoma City Administrator Jeff Wiswell announced today that the City will 
receive a $175,000 U.S. EPA Grant for improvements at the City’s famed Crescent Beach.   
 
On Wednesday of this week the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced the award 
of Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) grants totaling more than $2 million to 13 cities 
in Indiana, Ohio, Minnesota, New York and Wisconsin. The grants will fund green 
infrastructure projects that will improve public health and water quality at municipal swimming 
beaches. 
 
Administrator Wiswell said that “Algoma will install infiltration basins, rain gardens and 
permeable pavement at Crescent Beach that will prevent more than 110,000 gallons of 
untreated runoff from reaching Lake Michigan.” 
 
The GLRI was launched in 2010 to accelerate efforts to protect and restore the largest system 
of fresh surface water in the world. It is the largest investment in the Great Lakes in more than 
two decades. GLRI resources are used by EPA and ten other federal agencies to strategically 
target the biggest threats to the Great Lakes ecosystem. 
 
This effort which is part of the GLRI’s Shoreline Cities program, will fund green infrastructure 
projects on public property. The projects include rain gardens, bioswales, green roofs, porous 
pavement, greenways, constructed wetlands, stormwater tree trenches and other green 
infrastructure measures designed to improve water quality at locations throughout the Great 
Lakes basin. 
 
Wiswell also paid special tribute to the Fund for Lake Michigan for awarding the City of 
Algoma a $75,000 grant earlier this year to assist with the project.   The City is also working 
with other potential partners to meet its fundraising goal for the project. 
 
Tourism has become an increasingly larger part of the city’s economy over the last several 
decades with the growth of its world class sport fishing industry.   The sport fishing fleet 
located in Algoma is still one of the largest on Lake Michigan and the rest of the Great Lakes. 
 
In closing, Mayor Wayne R. Schmidt thanked Administrator Wiswell for his diligent grant 
writing efforts.   He also thanked the city management team and area volunteers for their role  
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in working to obtain this major federal grant.   He paid special tribute to Cathy and John 
Pabich, with the Friends of Crescent Beach, and James Kettler, Executive Director of the 
Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership for their great work.  
 
For more information on this grant, visit https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-awards-13-
great-lakes-restoration-initiative-shoreline-cities-grants-totaling-over 
 
For more information on Algoma, visit http://www.algomacity.org   http://algomachamber.org/ 
 

 
Algoma’s Crescent Beach ranked 5th on a list of 9 Wisconsin beaches to visit in 2015, by 
Discover Wisconsin, the nation's longest running tourism TV show.   This past year, “The 
Friends of Crescent Beach” was formed to help preserve and promote Algoma’s beautiful 
shoreline.   On Saturday, August 20th, 2016 “Soar on the Shore” a large kite event will once 
again attract over 1,500 residents and visitors to the beach. 
 
On August 3rd, Tall Ships America brought a fleet of tall ships to the Great Lakes.   The fleet 
departed from the Port of Chicago and rallied just offshore at Algoma in route to Sturgeon 
Bay, and on to the Green Bay Tall Ship Festival.     
 
Overlooking Lake Michigan and Crescent Beach, the Algoma Visitors Center, staffed year 
round by a group of volunteers from around the community, provides information to visitors 
on accommodations, attractions, fishing, things to see and do, and how to get there.    The 
City and the Chamber of Commerce are working very hard every day to make Algoma a 
welcoming city that is a destination for travelers from the lake shore, northeast Wisconsin, 
the nation, and around the world.   There is an expanding emphasis on brewing and wine 
making, food and commercial food preparation, and retail shopping, and increasing the 
variety of outdoor recreational opportunities, especially those related to the water front.   
 
The City of Algoma with a population of 3,161 encompasses an area of approximately 2.4 
square miles and is located in northeastern Kewaunee County, which is situated on the Door 
Peninsula, along Lake Michigan’s famed “Schooner Coast”, just 30 miles east of Green Bay 
on Highway 54, and 5 miles south of the Door County line on Highway 42.     
 
The City of Algoma is surrounded by rural countryside to the north, south and west. The 
Ahnapee River and Silver Creek meander through the northern portion of the city.    Algoma 
is the largest city in Kewaunee County. 
 

 
 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-awards-13-great-lakes-restoration-initiative-shoreline-cities-grants-totaling-over
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-awards-13-great-lakes-restoration-initiative-shoreline-cities-grants-totaling-over
http://www.algomacity.org/
http://algomachamber.org/

