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WISCONSIN COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS CELEBRATE NATIONAL HEALTH 
CENTER WEEK 2020  

Lighting the Way for Healthier Communities Today and in the Future  
 
Madison, WI-- Wisconsin Community Health Centers are “Lighting the Way for Healthier 
Communities Today and in the Future.” Health Centers across the state join the rest of America’s 
more than 1,200 Community Health Centers in kicking off National Health Center Week 2020 (August 
9-15, 2020).  
 
The theme of the week, “Lighting the Way for Healthier Communities Today and in the Future,” 
highlights Health Centers’ important role in their community for over 18 million people in America, 
providing primary care, preventive care, dental care, behavioral health care, and more. Wisconsin 
Community Health Centers serve over 300,000 patients each year – a number that is increasing due to 
layoffs and cutbacks during the current economic downturn caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Health 
Center patients pay on an income-based sliding fee scale; no one is turned away, regardless of insurance 
status or ability to pay.  
 
Each year, National Health Center Week serves as a time to spread the message that communities need 
to continue their investment in Community Health Centers, both emotionally and 
financially. Though Community Health Centers are a private, non-profit provider of care, they are both 
accessible and affordable to all members of the community. More people need to know they can come 
to Community Health Centers to treat illness and disease, as well as achieve a healthier lifestyle. Wisconsin 
Community Health Centers responded quickly to the current health pandemic.   
 
“Community Health Centers have demonstrated tremendous resilience and innovation in the midst of a 
global pandemic,” noted Stephanie Harrison, WPHCA’s CEO. “It’s been so impressive to watch how 
they’ve been able to reorganize around what their patients and communities need in the midst of an ever-
changing situation. They really are lighting the way.”   
 
While “Lighting the Way for Healthier Communities Today and Tomorrow” is a celebration of the 
resilience and the amazing work of Community Health Centers, we also recognize the devastation that the 
current pandemic has caused to communities, health care workers, friends, and families. We are looking 
toward a bright future, while working to keep patients, families, workers, and communities safe.  
 
Wisconsin events marking National Health Center Week 2020 include virtual health 
fairs, virtual community receptions, and virtual visits by local, state, and national leaders to Health Centers 
in their communities. Focus days for Wisconsin include: Health Equity, Healthcare for People 
experiencing Homelessness, Agricultural Workers, Behavioral Health, and staff and patient appreciation.   
 

For more information on Wisconsin Health Centers, please visit www.wphca.org. 
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