
 
 

     

August 7, 2020 

 

The Honorable Tom Barrett 

City of Milwaukee Mayor 

200 E. Wells Street #201 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 

 

Dear Mayor Barrett, 

 

We, the members of the Wisconsin Legislative Black Caucus, write to you today to express our concerns 

regarding the Milwaukee Fire & Police Commission.  As you are aware, the Milwaukee Fire & Police 

Commission (FPC) is tasked with providing concrete oversight of the public servants hired to protect and serve 

our community.  

 

Because the City of Milwaukee declared racism a public health crisis in 2019, we believe our community—and 

especially our communities of color--must be able to put their faith in the oversight mechanisms with which our 

city has been equipped.  To date, that goal has remained out of reach.  It is no secret that the FPC has struggled 

in recent years: having multiple Executive Directors, exhibiting a lack of consistency and transparency, and 

simply not having enough commissioners to properly serve the needs of the city; The FPC has not operated to 

the best of its ability, nor to the best benefit of the people of Milwaukee.  That can and must change.  Therefore, 

we request that you use your appointment authority to give the Fire and Police Commission the tools it needs 

not only to function, but to thrive. 

 

Statutorily, the FPC is entitled to consist of nine appointed commissioners.  Currently, there are only seven; two 

who continue to serve although their terms have expired (according to the FPC Board of Commissioners 

webpage).  We request that you appoint four new members to the FPC no later than September 7, 2020.  

These new members will be able to augment the current commission and enhance its ability to fulfill its role.  

We desire the new commissioners to be reflective of the diversity of Milwaukee with respect to race, age, and 

gender. 

 

Additionally, the FPC has recently been faced with an opening for the position of Executive Director.  We 

request that you appoint, with all due haste, a new Executive Director who will work independently, who will 

be committed to openness and transparency in the day-to-day operations of the FPC, who will cultivate positive 

working relationships with all commissioners, and who will demonstrate a willingness to work with the 

community for the benefit of the FPC.  As civic leaders, our duty is first and foremost to our constituents, and 

our constituents deserve executive leadership at the FPC that will actively engage with them and respond to 

their needs. 

 

Our city requires leadership that does not cower to complacency, but upholds equity at every level.  As Mayor, 

you have the ability to enact these changes, which will restore faith in not only the Fire & Police Commission, 

but the democratic processes that exist to offer aid our residents.  While we continue to fight for justice in a 

divided State Capitol, you can help set the standard for our state and nation and show that not only can active 

civilian-led oversight work, but that it can work efficiently and effectively for the benefit of all. 



 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

                                                                            
 

Senator Lena C. Taylor                                                                                          Senator LaTonya Johnson 

 

                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                   
 

Representative Jason Fields                                                                                 Representative David Bowen                   

                                                                                                                               
 

Representative Kalan Haywood                                                                        Representative LaKeshia Myers 

                                                                                                                       Chair of the Legislative Black Caucus     

                   

                                                              
                                       

Representative Sheila Stubbs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


