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Wisconsin Could Be Doing More to Improve Access to High–Quality 

Early Education 
 

Madison, Wis. – A recent poll by the First Five Years Fund found that 90% of voters agree that 
early childhood education should be more accessible and affordable to low- and middle-income 
families. Despite growing support for policymakers to invest in early education, current policies 
in Wisconsin are threatening the access and quality of child care programs designed to help low 
income children.  
 
A new report from the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families examines Wisconsin’s two 
programs that support access to affordable, high-quality child care, Wisconsin Shares and 
YoungStar. The report shows that while YoungStar is helping improve the quality of child care 
by rewarding programs for offering high quality care, its main source of funding, Wisconsin 
Shares, has been decreasing. The decline in Wisconsin Shares subsidies is undermining efforts to 
provide high-quality education to Wisconsin’s low-income children.   
 
"High quality and affordable early education programs help children develop the skills they need 
for school and beyond,” said Dave Edie, Early Education Policy Analyst for the Wisconsin 
Council on Children and Families. “Giving children access to high quality programs has both 
social and economic benefits. Research shows that well-focused investments in early childhood 
development yield high public as well as private returns. Everyone benefits when children are 
given the care they deserve when they’re young.” 
 
Edie also points out that high quality early education programs help reduce achievement gaps 
and can help play a big role in reducing racial disparities. “Many children of color face big 
barriers in life, but giving them quality care and education at such young age will put them on a 
path to greater success.”   
 
In order to improve access and strengthen child care programs in Wisconsin the report 
recommends that policymakers: 

• Adopt the Wisconsin Early Childhood Advisory Council’s recommendation to provide 
support to high-quality programs.  

• Improve Wisconsin Shares child care payment rates.  
• Help child care programs attract and maintain a quality workforce. 
• Support on-going research on ways to improve early learning.  

http://ffyf.org/2016-poll
http://www.wccf.org/publication/crossroads-wisconsin-child-care/


The full report, “Are We At The Crossroads for Wisconsin Child Care? Conflict in Policies,” can 
be found at: http://www.wccf.org/publication/crossroads-wisconsin-child-care/ 
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The Wisconsin Council on Children and Families is a multi-issue policy research and advocacy 
organization promoting statewide polices that ensure a safe and healthy future for every child in 
Wisconsin. For more information, visit www.wccf.org. 
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