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Congress, please support Wisconsin Cities and Villages 
The President of the League of Wisconsin Municipalities is calling on Wisconsin’s Congressional Delegation to 
support the cities and villages that provide the police, fire, ambulance, streets, sewers, water systems, libraries 
and other essential services for the citizens of Wisconsin. Collectively those communities face a $400 million 
budget shortfall due to the pandemic. Without federal support, essential first responders and others may not be 
there to protect their citizens. 

“Congress has come together in a bipartisan fashion three times to support families, individuals, hospitals and 
small businesses. We thank them for that help. But what hasn’t happened yet is a consensus on the need to 
backfill local government losses caused by the pandemic,” League President and Rhinelander Administrative 
Team member Zach Vruwink said. 

The CARES Act provided essential support for the additional costs of protecting voters and others from the 
Coronavirus, but it specifically excluded support for the loss of revenues to local governments. Those revenue 
losses will greatly exceed the $190 million allocated to all of the cities, villages, towns and counties in Wisconsin 
for COVID-related expenses. Reductions in local room taxes, service fees, utility fees, etc., are estimated at 
approximately $400 million for cities and villages alone. 

In addition to the loss of local revenues, local leaders fear that sales and income tax losses to the state of 
Wisconsin will result in cuts in state support of local governments, multiplying the already-serious problem. 
Those funding reductions will have a “ripple effect,” forcing cuts in local government services and harm to local 
economies for the next two or three years. “If one Wisconsin municipality struggles, so will all of Wisconsin”, 
Vruwink added. 

The US House has passed legislation that includes support to the state and local governments for these losses, 
but the Senate has yet to come to consensus on the issue. 

Vruwink applauded U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin, who has pledged her support for state and local funding and 
called on U.S. Senator Ron Johnson to do the same. 

“Just as it’s going to take all of us working together to flatten the infection curve of this deadly pandemic, it’s 
going to take both sides of the political aisle in Congress to pass state and local funding relief so that we can put 
the economic damage of the pandemic behind us.” 

### 
 
The League of Wisconsin Municipalities advocates for Wisconsin’s cities and villages, large and small, urban and 
rural, speaking up for local democracy and common-sense citizen led government. Learn more at 
http://www.lwm-info.org/   
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