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Rep. Steffen’s Blue Lives Matter Proposal Earns Support from Professional Ambulance 

Association of Wisconsin 
Proposal that will protect law enforcement officers continues to gain momentum  

 

Madison—Today, State Representative David Steffen (R-Howard) announced that the 

Professional Ambulance Association of Wisconsin (PAAW) has formally endorsed the Blue 

Lives Matter proposal, which he unveiled last month. The proposal will expand the definition of 

hate crime victims in Wisconsin to include law enforcement officers. 

In a letter of support for the legislation, PAAW president Patrick Ryan stated, “Every day, law 

enforcement and the Emergency Medical Services work together to keep our citizens safe. We 

support our colleagues whole heartedly and are saddened of the recent events in our country 

related to the senseless deaths of police officers.” 

During a press conference held at the Brown County Sheriff’s Office last month, Rep. Steffen 

released details of the bill which will add law enforcement officers to the list of existing victims 

covered under Wisconsin’s hate crime law. In Wisconsin, a hate crime is a penalty enhancer, 

allowing for additional fines and imprisonment if the victim is targeted based on any of the 

protected classes within the hate crime law. 

“I am honored to have earned the support of PAAW for the Blue Lives Matter proposal. EMS 

workers provide an invaluable service and know first-hand the risks our members of law 

enforcement take on each day—earning PAAW’s support is testimony to the importance of this 

legislation. Since introducing this proposal, I have been overwhelmed with support from 

members within and outside of the law enforcement community. I look forward to continuing to 

gain additional support and input as I push this legislation forward,” said Rep. Steffen. 

Rep. Steffen plans to introduce this proposal as his first bill when the legislature is back in 

session in January 2017. He will continue to seek input from law enforcement, Wisconsin 

residents, and his colleagues in the legislature prior to formal introduction. 
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