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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
August 8, 2016  
Contact: jimmy@jimmyforassembly.org  
 
Jimmy Anderson asks Julia Arata-Fratta to demand her allies take down nasty last-
minute radio ad and return all donations from anyone associated with the production 
or financing of the ad. 
 
Fitchburg, WI – On Saturday, the “Construction Trades Coalition” switched from running 
radio ads supportive of Julia Arata-Fratta to running a vile attack ad against Jimmy Anderson, 
Democratic candidate for the 47th Assembly District. 
 
The ad states “when it came time to sign the recall petition Jimmy Anderson didn’t sign, 
refusing to give Walker his walking papers.” 
 
If Arata-Fratta’s allies had bothered to ask, they would have learned that when the recall 
signatures were being gathered, Jimmy Anderson, who had been recovering from a car crash 
that had killed his parents and brother and left him paralyzed, was still going through 
extensive physical therapy and was not yet in a position to print and sign his name. 
 
Jimmy Anderson did not “refuse” to sign the petition. Anderson makes it clear, “Whenever 
people collecting signatures would approach me, I would tell them that of course I would 
love to sign it but I just physically can’t.” 
 
The radio ad is therefore criticizing Jimmy Anderson for doing something that his disability 
at the time precluded him from doing. This is a disgracefully low blow even in a world of 
nasty, mean-spirited Trump-Walker style politics. 
 
When asked by a Cap Times reporter about the ad, Julia Arata-Fratta, who has received 
thousands of dollars from allies of those paying for the ads, as well as days of positive ads 
from the same special interest group, claimed the ad is “not something that I, or anyone with 
my campaign, approved of or paid for,” but failed to condemn the ad or demand it be taken 
down from the air. 
 
Under coordination rules, a candidate may not privately ask an outside group to do 
something, but can easily, and legally, make public statements to supportive groups. 
 
Jimmy Anderson said: “I ask Ms. Arata-Fratta that she loudly and publicly demand the ad be 
taken off the air, and that she return any donations her campaign has received from anyone 
associated with the production or financing of the ad. Any delay or failure in making these 
public statements in the hours before voters go to the polls makes her complicit with the 
forces that created the ad. Failing to have her allies remove the ad from the air would be such 
a failure of leadership that I would question her ability to serve our community. Finally, I also 
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ask those elected officials who have supported my opponent’s campaign to publicly 
denounce these gutter tactics.” 
 
Jimmy continued, “The election is tomorrow, I urge all the voters of Wisconsin’s 47th 
Assembly District to reject the same nasty insider politics that motivated me to get into this 
race.” 
 

### 
 
Since announcing for the Assembly as a complete political outsider, Jimmy’s campaign has 
built momentum as people hear his strong progressive vision for Wisconsin. Jimmy has so far 
knocked on over 5,100 doors across the 47th Assembly District. 
 
His hard work and willingness to take on the fight has earned him the support of 
Congressman Mark Pocan, as well as other Democratic leaders including former Dane County 
Executive Kathleen Falk, Fitchburg Mayor Steve Arnold, Monona City Council President Chad 
Speight, District Attorney Susan Happ, Rep. Jonathan Brostoff, Rep. Daniel Riemer, Mandela 
Barnes, former Rep. Sandy Pasch, former Democratic Party of Wisconsin Executive Director 
Maggie Brickerman, and former Fair Wisconsin Executive Director Katie Belanger, as well as 
WEAC, AFSCME and Wisconsin LCV. 
 
Jimmy Anderson lives in Fitchburg with his veterinarian wife, Ashley. Jimmy grew up in a 
working class home; his mom emigrated to the US as a teenager from Mexico and his father 
was a union truck driver. Jimmy and Ashley first came to Dane County to attend the UW and 
since then have always called Dane County their home. Shortly before Jimmy’s final year of 
law school, his family was hit by a drunk driver, killing his parents and little brother and 
leaving Jimmy paralyzed from the chest down. After the crash, Jimmy committed himself to 
giving back to our community. He finished his law degree and then started a charity to help 
victims of drunk driving and empower people to make smart decisions before getting behind 
the wheel. 
 
Jimmy is now running for the Assembly as a progressive Democrat, to fight for those without 
a voice and to stand up for what is right. Election day is tomorrow, Tuesday, August 9th. 
 
The 47th Assembly District contains parts of Fitchburg, the City and Town of Madison, 
McFarland, Cottage Grove, and Monona. Learn more about Jimmy Anderson and his 
campaign by visiting www.jimmyforassembly.org. For more information, contact Jimmy at 
(608) 509-4560 or jimmy@jimmyforassembly.org. 
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