
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
August 5, 2020 
 
For More Information: 
Brandon Weathersby 
414.469.3493  
press@milwaukeecountywi.gov 

 
BI-PARTISAN COALITION OF COUNTY EXECUTIVES  

URGE FEDERAL AID FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
County Executives from across Wisconsin seek critical funding in next coronavirus relief package 

 
MILWAUKEE – On Monday, County Executives from across the State of Wisconsin sent a letter to members of the 
Wisconsin Congressional Delegation to request direct and flexible funding for local governments. The request comes 
as Congress debates the next round of federal coronavirus relief funding, the Senate version of which currently does 
not include any funding for local or state governments. 
 
Signatories to the letter include County Executives from Brown, Dane, Fond du Lac, Milwaukee, Outagamie, Portage, 
Racine, Kenosha, and Winnebago Counties – a bi-partisan coalition including leaders from across the State of 
Wisconsin. 
 
“There is an urgent and critical need to provide additional funding to County governments,” said Mark O’Connell, 
Executive Director of the Wisconsin Counties Association. “The COVID-19 pandemic has placed an unprecedented 
strain on local governments, local budgets, and the families and businesses these governments serve. This strain will 
reach a breaking point without relief.” 
 
The letter urged Congressional Representatives and Senators to support the local governments, including counties, that 
are responsible for providing frontline services to residents – running emergency management operations, operating 
local health departments, administering pubic testing sites, and providing public health information – in addition to the 
regular services that residents rely on in more normal times. 
 
“We are providing critical and costly crisis services, and while these service needs continue to grow, our revenue is 
plummeting,” reads the letter. “The bottom line is we cannot continue to do more with less. In the fourth COVID-19 
legislative package, we are asking for additional direct and flexible funding to local governments.  This support is 
critical to address the fiscal, economic, and health crises facing Wisconsin counties, our residents, and our businesses.”  
 
In recent weeks, support for local and state funding has come a wide range of voices, illustrating the bi-partisan and 
critical nature of this issue. These voices include Republicans and Democrats, urban and rural county leaders, business 
and labor groups, Governor Tony Evers and former Governor Tommy Thompson, all urging the Wisconsin 
Congressional Delegation to support additional federal relief for state and local governments.  
 
“In Milwaukee County alone, needs may reach $300 million as lost revenue, re-opening costs, expanded service 
demands and racial disparities continue to increase,” said Milwaukee County Executive David Crowley. “Without 
additional direct and flexible funding, Milwaukee County – the economic engine of Wisconsin – will not be able to 
address the needs of our businesses and residents.” 
 
To read the full letter from County Executives, see the enclosed. 
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Senator Tammy Baldwin    Senator Ron Johnson 
709 Hart Senate Office Building   328 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510  
 
Representative Bryan Steil    Representative Mark Pocan 
1408 Longworth HOB    1421 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 
 
Representative Ron Kind    Representative Gwen Moore 
1502 Longworth HOB    2252 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 
 
Representative Jim Sensenbrenner   Representative Glenn Grothman 
2449 Rayburn HOB     1427 Longworth HOB 
Washington DC, 20515    Washington, DC 20515 
 
Representative Tom Tiffany    Representative Mike Gallagher 
1714 Longworth HOB    1230 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Members of the Wisconsin Congressional Delegation: 
 
As a bi-partisan coalition of County Executives from around the State of Wisconsin, we 
write to you today with an urgent ask for additional direct and flexible funding for local 
governments in the fourth COVID-19 funding package currently under consideration. 
 
The pandemic has resulted in dramatic increases in the demand for critical services all 
over our country. Here in Wisconsin, county governments are on the frontlines, running 
emergency management operations, operating local health departments, administering 
public testing sites, supporting local hospital operations and nursing homes, and 
providing public health information to the residents and businesses that call our 
communities home.  
 
These urgent and critical services come at a high cost and will place a significant and 
sustained stress on county budgets.  We are providing critical and costly crisis services, 
and while these service needs continue to grow, our revenue supporting these services are 
plummeting.   
 



Wisconsin Counties COVID Package Letter 
Page 2 
August 3, 2020 
 
 
To make up for revenue losses, we’ve cut budgets and reduced non-critical operating 
costs as much as we can. Further cuts are unsustainable and will negatively affect our 
ability to respond to this crisis. The State of Wisconsin requires Wisconsin Counties to 
provide local and state services, including health and human services, transportation 
maintenance, juvenile corrections and state court operations, meaning that nearly 90% of 
each of our county budget expenditures are mandated by the state on an annual basis.  
 
Without additional federal assistance, counties will be forced to quickly take dramatic 
actions that will have significant public health and economic consequences.  Similar to 
the Great Recession, the combination of reduced essential services, layoffs, and reduced 
local spending, will unnecessarily prolong suffering and stunt economic growth.  
 
The bottom line is we cannot continue to do more with less. In the fourth COVID-19 
legislative package, we are asking for additional direct and flexible funding to local 
governments.  This support is critical to address the fiscal, economic, and health crises 
facing Wisconsin counties, our residents, and our businesses.   
 
Thank you for your consideration and for your continued action to equip our local 
governments with the support necessary to provide relief to those who need it most. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

                                                                    
Troy Streckenbach 
Brown County Executive 
 

 
Joe Parisi 
Dane County Executive 
 

 
Allen J. Buechel 
Fond du Lac County Executive 
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Jim Kreuser 
Kenosha County Executive 
 

 
David Crowley 
Milwaukee County Executive 
 
 
 
 
Thomas M. Nelson 
Outagamie County Executive 
 

 
Chris Holman 
Portage County Executive 
 

 
Jonathan Delagrave 
Racine County Executive 
 
 

 
Mark Harris 
Winnebago County Executive 
 
 


