
 

 

 

August 5, 2020 

 

 

Fire and Police Commission 

City Hall 

200 E. Wells Street 

Room 706A 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 

 

 

Dear Fire and Police Commissioners: 

 

Now more than ever, the Fire and Police Commission plays an essential role in our city as the oversight 

body on difficult issues regarding community relations and leadership for the public safety agencies that 

serve our city. 

 

As you deliberate your decision on the election of Chair of the Commission for the upcoming year, I ask 

you to elect new leadership. In the coming weeks and months, the Commission has many important issues 

to address, including: 

 

• Orderly review of the directives issued to Chief Morales  

 

• Disciplinary hearing of Officer Michael Mattioli 

 

• Investigation of the video leak from the Milwaukee Police Department 

 

• Compliance and work of the ACLU settlement agreement 

 

This is in addition to the ongoing work you must perform to allow the Police and Fire Departments to 

maintain professional and efficient operations. For example, work must be done to establish trust between 

our residents and our public safety agencies. It is imperative that you conduct a thorough review of the 

practices of the Police Department regarding use of force. The Commission must focus on these critical 

issues and not be distracted. 

 

The Fire and Police Commission must have the city’s confidence that it is executing its duties in an 

impartial manner. I know you are committed to fairness and impartiality as well. 

 

Commissioner DeVougas is currently the subject of a City Ethics Board investigation. He and the 

Milwaukee Police Department are also the subjects of an investigation regarding the video leak. Given 

these ethical concerns, Commissioner DeVougas should no longer serve in his position as chair.  



   

 

We must ensure the integrity and independence of the Fire and Police Commission. I believe electing new 

leadership of the Commission and conducting an orderly review of the directives submitted to Chief 

Morales are important first steps. I trust that the Commission will make the right decisions on behalf of 

the City it represents. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Tom Barrett 

Mayor  


