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Attorney Jennifer Bias recognized with National Award 
 

MADISON - Attorney Jennifer Bias, Director of the Trial Division at the Office of the State Public 

Defender (SPD), received the 2020 Kutak-Dodds Prize from the National Legal Aid and Defender 

Association (NLADA).   

 

The Kutak-Dodds Prize, jointly sponsored by NLADA and the Robert J. Kutak Foundation, recognizes 

the accomplishments of a public defender, civil legal aid attorney, or public interest lawyer who, through 

the practice of law, significantly contributes to the enhancement of human dignity and quality of life of 

individuals who are unable to afford legal representation.  

 

“There is no one more deserving of this recognition than Jennifer.  She continues to tackle complex 

issues within the agency including racial disparities, juvenile issues, immigration, forensics, family 

defense, sexually violent persons commitments, and abusive head trauma.  Her dedication and 

commitment to our clients and the staff who represent them represents the best ideals of what we should 

expect from a public defender.  I am extraordinarily proud of Jennifer and thankful that NLADA has 

recognized her contributions,” said State Public Defender Kelli Thompson. 

 

Trial Division Director Jennifer Bias began her career in 1987 as an Assistant State Public Defender in 

Wisconsin.  She very quickly rose into numerous leadership roles within the agency including: regional 

manager, affirmative action officer, community justice initiatives director, deputy trial division director, 

and trial division director.  In addition to her leadership roles, she  

is deeply committed to educating people on the issues that affect SPD clients such as poverty, addiction, 

mental health, and racial bias. 

 

Attorney Bias is a powerful voice in the courtroom and in policy settings at the local, state, and federal 

level.  Jennifer has been appointed by Governors of both parties to sit on high profile committees 

including the Pardon Advisory Board, the Juvenile Justice Commission, the Commission on Reducing 

Racial Disparities, and the Commission on Racial Profiling.  In her home community of Racine County, 

Jennifer has served as a Governor for the Racine County Bar Association, on the Good Samaritan Board, 

YWCA Board and Girl Scouts of America Board. 
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