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WISCONSIN SCHOOL NURSES ASK PARENTS TO MAKE BACK-TO-SCHOOL  
HEALTH CHECK-UPS AND VACCINATIONS A TOP PRIORITY 

 
August is National Immunization Awareness Month 

 
 

MADISON – The Wisconsin Association of School Nurses (WASN), representing nearly 300 

members statewide, is once again reminding parents and students to take time in August – National 

Immunization Awareness Month – to schedule back-to-school vaccinations, sports physicals, and update 

school immunization records to protect student health for the 2017/2018 school year. 

“Summer is almost over and we want to make sure everyone gets in to see their family physician 

and/or schedules the appropriate physicals and vaccinations before their kids are heading off to school,” 

said Valerie Hon, BS, RN, NCSN, president of the Wisconsin Association of School Nurses and the 

Portage Community School District school nurse. “Vaccination is the best proven method of preventing 

disease and allows our school nurses statewide to better protect student populations from illness over the 

course of the year.” 

Wisconsin school immunization law requires vaccinations for chicken pox, measles/mumps/rubella, 

hepatitis B, polio and diphtheria/pertussis (whooping cough)/tetanus. Health experts recommend that 

children ages 11-12 should be immunized against HPV, Tdap and Meningococcal. The CDC indicates 

those with certain medical conditions and chronic illnesses should also be vaccinated against 

pneumococcal pneumonia. Yearly influenza immunizations are recommended for all students. Parents 

with college-bound students are urged to have them vaccinated against meningitis and its Type B strain, 

which requires additional shots to provide protection, according to Hon. A Type B meningitis outbreak at 

UW-Madison last fall involved three students and resulted in more than 21,000 students being immunized. 

Vaccination records for Wisconsin students can be checked online via the Wisconsin Immunization 

Registry at https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/wir.htm. Additional immunization information is 

available at https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p01438.pdf. Vaccination waivers are also 

accepted for religious, personal or medical reasons.  

The mission of WASN is to support and advance the practice of professional school nurses in 

Wisconsin in order to enhance the health, safety and educational success of students. For more 

information visit www.wischoolnurses.org. 
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