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Isbister presents research at international conference 

 
PLATTEVILLE, Wis. – Dr. Dong Isbister, assistant professor of Women’s and 

Gender Studies at the University of Wisconsin-Platteville, recently presented her 

research on environmental humanities and transnational feminism at the 

Association for the Study of Literature and Environment’s 12th biennial 

conference, “Rust/Resistance: Works of Recovery,” held at Wayne State 

University in Detroit, Michigan. She will incorporate the research into her 

teaching this fall and spring.  

 

The conference drew scholars, writers, activists, humanists, publishers, artists 

and graduate students representing many countries from all continents, offering 

approximately 177 panels on a range of topics in environmental humanities as 

well as seminars, workshops, keynotes and opportunities to participate in service 

learning field trips at businesses and organizations in the Detroit area. 

 

Isbister organized and co-chaired one of the panels, “Creative Resistance: Ethnic 

Minority Women and Ecomemory in China’s Environmental Literature,” at which 

she presented her paper, “Re/membering the Fallen Sacred Birch Tree: 

Ecological Destruction and Resistance in Dawur Environmental Literature.” 

 

Interested in various ways in which creative writings of ethnic minority women 

writers in China are used to complicate the interconnectedness of nature, ethnic 

identity, and gender, Isbister did a case analysis of a Dawur woman writer’s short 

story in the context of burial rituals and discussed the impacts and implications of 

ecological destruction and sustenance of ethnic minority groups.   

 
In addition, Isbister co-authored a pre-conference seminar paper, 

“Transindigenous Ecocriticism in the Making: Literary Imagination and Praxis of 

Decoloniality and Ecoethnography.” The seminar, “Intersections of Environmental 

Humanities and Indigenous Studies,” sought to advance discussion of the 



 

 

 

intersections between Indigenous studies and ecocriticism. She also did a three-

hour, service learning in the Forgotten Harvest’s repacking facility in Oak Park, 

Michigan.  

 

Isbister said that the conference enabled her to present her research, interact 

with peers from other countries, stay informed in cutting-edge research and the 

direction in the field and learn about local communities and their efforts to build 

healthy relationships among people and within the environment. 

“The scope and depth of the seminars and panels on environmental humanities 

and various relationships on the earth as well as real-time interaction with local 

communities are beyond words,” said Isbister. “I not only shared my research, 

but also felt enlightened and encouraged. I developed so many teaching points 

and ideas by listening to the presentations and talking with conference attendees 

from different institutions and organizations in the world. The conference will 

have a long-lasting impact on my research, teaching and engagement in service 

learning.” 

Isbister said that scholarship not only informs her teaching, it is also a 

fundamental component of personal and professional success in her life. 

“Scholarship, in general, helps me generate new ideas and develop a deeper 

vision and understanding of the nature of teaching and reflect on my own 

teaching goals and objectives,” said Isbister. “It allows me to take time to 

synthesize information, think through readings and consider my own intellectual 

journey. It also allows me to engage in critical dialogues with my peers, explore 

viable connections between research and teaching and integrate specific areas 

of interest and disciplines into my course design and instructional activities, 

which helps students expand their knowledge and worldview.” 
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