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Value of intellectual property to economy topic 

of Aug. 23 Tech Council Innovation luncheon 

MADISON – Possible changes being considered in Congress to the U.S. patent system and the 

potential effects on innovation, especially for tech-based businesses, will be the topic of an Aug. 

23 meeting of the Tech Council’s Wisconsin Innovation Network in Madison. The event is being 

held in conjunction with the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation.  

Erik Iverson, managing director of WARF, will be joined by Laurie Self, vice president and 

counsel for government affairs at Qualcomm on behalf of the Innovation Alliance, as well as 

Scott Button, a managing director at Venture Investors LLC and a board member of three tech-

based companies, including recently acquired NeuWave Medical. 

The luncheon will be held at the Sheraton Hotel on Madison’s John Nolen Drive. Registration 

and networking begin at 11:30 a.m., lunch at noon and the presentation at 12:30 p.m. The cost is 

$25 for WIN members, $35 for non-members and included with WIN corporate memberships. 

Click here to register.  

Established in the 1920s around discoveries in Vitamin D therapies, WARF applies for patents 

on discoveries of UW-Madison faculty and staff and then licenses those patents to companies, 

large and small, that want to commercialize them. The foundation manages more than 1,700 

patents. The Innovation Alliance is a coalition of research and development-based technology 

companies representing innovators, patent owners and others from a diverse range of industries 

with a stake in maintaining a strong patent system that supports innovative enterprises. Venture 

Investors is Wisconsin’s oldest and largest venture capital firm, with a portfolio that includes 

emerging companies with a full range of intellectual property protections. 

“The next session of Congress is pivotal in terms of protecting the nation’s 225-year-old patent 

system, which has always driven innovation that keeps the U.S. economy strong,” said Tom Still, 

president of the Tech Council. “This discussion will cover topics such as speeding the processing 

of patent applications, drawing a sharp line between ‘patent trolls’ and legitimate licensing 

communications, and other process changes that will save companies time and money.” 

This WIN-Madison event is sponsored by BMO Harris Bank and Perkins Coie LLP. WIN is the 

statewide membership arm of the Tech Council, the independent, non-profit science and 

technology adviser to the governor and the Legislature. To join WIN, go to 

www.wisconsintechnologycouncil.com or call the office at 608-442-7557. 
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