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Mentored Hunting Bill Creates New Generation of Hunters 

NEW RICHMOND- Earlier today, the Assembly Committee on Natural Resources and Sporting Heritage 

held a public hearing on Assembly Bill 455, which would relax some of the restrictions related to the 

hunting mentorship program. The bill, authored by Representative Rob Stafsholt (R-New Richmond), 

would eliminate the age restriction on mentees interested in participating in the program, while also 

allowing both mentor and mentee to carry a hunting device. 

“With Wisconsin’s great heritage of hunting, we should let parents decide when their children are ready 

to participate,” Rep. Stafsholt said. “Parents don’t need a law to tell them when their child is ready to go 

hunting with an adult mentor.” 

The percentage of Americans who hunt has steadily declined over the past few decades, resulting in the 

reduction of funds for conservation and wildlife management programs and an increase in costs for the 

transportation and agriculture industries. Wisconsin’s mentored hunting program has created 197,000 

new hunters since its creation in 2009. This bill would potentially expand that number, while still 

maintaining safety restrictions such as being arms’ length from the mentor to maintain safety. 

“Mentored hunting allows new hunters to try hunting before they spend many hours in a hunters’ safety 

education class to see if they like it and want to pursue it further. Mentored hunting has been very 

successful in recruiting new hunters,” Rep. Stafsholt continued. “I’m confident that my bill will continue 

to increase the number of hunters in Wisconsin by giving youth a chance to try a hunting opportunity 

that will hopefully result in their long-term interest in hunting, the outdoors and Wisconsin’s fantastic 

wildlife and natural resources.  

The bill now awaits a committee vote before it can be considered by the full Assembly. 
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