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FACULTY AT MATC BLAST INACTION BY CONGRESS 

American Federation of Teachers (AFT) Local 212, representing Milwaukee Area Technical College’s 

1400 faculty, counselors and professional staff, condemns Congress’ failure to increase Pell Grants for 

FY 2018. 

Dr. Lisa Conley, Life Sciences Instructor and President of AFT Local 212, said,” Pell Grants are the 

foundation of our national investment in higher education. At MATC, 72% of our students rely on these 

grants to help them attend and complete college as they pursue careers that increasingly require a 

postsecondary education.” 

Conley explained that Pell Grants originally paid the full cost of attending a two-year college.  “They 

now cover only 60% of those costs. The National Center for Education Statistics recently reported that a 

typical MATC student faces a price of $8,868 per academic year after all federal and state grants have 

been applied. The failure of Congress to include a cost of living increase this year will make it harder for 

our students to successfully reach their career goals. ”  

This will be the first time in six years that the Pell Grant will not be increased to keep pace with 

inflation. 

The vast majority of Pell Grant students come from families making $40,000 per year or less, and the 

median family income of recipients has been declining over time. Pell Grant students are already more 

than twice as likely as other students to have student loans, and they graduate with an average of nearly 

$5,000 more debt than their higher income peers. 

Local 212 Executive Board member and MATC Economics Instructor Luz Sosa, who owes $80,000 in 

student debt, noted, “Average student debt in Wisconsin is almost $30,000.  This is a major problem that 

saddles our graduates with huge debt and hurts the state’s economy because students with large debts 

don’t buy homes or automobiles. The failure of Congress to increase the Pell Grant will drive students 

further into debt and hurt the Wisconsin economy.” 

Dr. Conley, who benefited from the Pell program as an undergraduate, noted, “It is hypocritical for 

elected officials and business leaders to complain about skilled labor shortages, but then fail to support 

the one federal program that helps low and moderate income students obtain the skills employers need.  

By raiding the Pell Grant surplus of $3.3 billion, Congress is threatening the existence of this critical 
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program at the very time that employers are claiming that a shortage of skilled and technical workers is 

hurting their bottom line and Wisconsin’s economy.” 

Pell Grants are one of the keystones for growing a diverse, robust workforce and economy. This year, 

Pell Grants will help over 7.5 million students— including one-third of all White students, two-thirds of 

all Black students, and one-half of all Latino students — continue their education after high school.  

“Congress’ failure to increase Pell Grant funding and the raiding of its surplus is irresponsible,” said Dr. 

Conley. “Pell Grants should be increased and the surplus, designed to guarantee the program’s viability 

during periods of recession, should be restored.”  

 
 


