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Survival Coalition Applaud Efforts to Champion Increases in Special Education Funding 

 

The Survival Coalition of Disability Organizations of Wisconsin supports the Department of Public Instruction’s 

proposal taking bold steps to finally end nearly a decade of flat funding for special education by the State.    Lisa 

Pugh, co-chair of the Survival Coalition said, “State investment in special education has been flat-funded for a 

decade, forcing local districts to make up the difference and harming students with disabilities. Survival Coalition 

is hearing form parents about significant erosion in quality of education for their children with disabilities with a 

direct impact on student achievement, emotional well-being, and safety.” 

 

The Survival Coalition of Wisconsin Disability Organizations recently conducted a survey of nearly 500 families 

and the results were disturbing.  58% percent of families said they were concerned for their child’s future due to 

lack of funding; nearly 40% said their child had experienced a reduction in supports. “It is time to stop the 

harmful downward spiral. We applaud any effort to champion a meaningful increase in special education funding 

in our state,” said Beth Swedeen, co-chair of Survival Coalition. 

 

Special education categorical aid in Wisconsin has remained flat for a decade while special education costs have 

increased more than 60% since 2000. This has resulted in the rate of state funding reimbursement falling from 

35.8% to an all-time low of 25.7%.  The current special education reimbursement rate for Wisconsin public 

schools forces districts to make tough choices to make up the difference to meet student needs.  At the same time, 

funding for the special needs scholarship program will balloon this year to 90% reimbursement to educate a 

student with a disability. This demonstrates inequitable state funding support for the great majority of students 

who receive their special education in public schools.  

 

Survival co-chair Kit Kerschensteiner said, “The personal stories that families shared ranged from lack of 

resources and feeling trapped in a school district to a family who quit their job and moved out of the community 

to try and find better options.  Often families commented that schools are trying but don’t have what they need 

due to lack of funding to provide appropriate levels of services and support.” 

 

You can read the full Survival Coalition survey report here http://www.survivalcoalitionwi.org/wp-

content/uploads/2018/05/SurvivalCoalitionReportBooklet0518_Final.pdf   

  

Survival Coalition is comprised of more than 30 statewide disability organizations that advocate and support policies and 

practices that lead to the full inclusion, participation, and contribution of people living with disability. 
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